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business. That I might meet the con-
venience of country members,' cansed
notices to be sent to them staring that 1he
Rouse to-day would only transact formal
business and then adjourn until Tuesday
next. I therefore mnove--

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday next.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.39 p.m.

legislative Hse bp
Tiresday, 20th February, 1917.
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The SPEAK,1R took the Cbair at 4.30
p.yn.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Honorary Minister: Amendment

of regulations under the Health Acts, 1911-
15.

By the 'Minister for Mines: 1. Report by
the Commissioner of Forests on the pro-
posed permanent -reservation of classified
Icarri country. 2. Amended timber regula-
tions under the Land Act. 1898. 3, Addi-
tional Regulation No. 205B under the Min-
mng Act, 1904 (asked for by Air. Willmott).

QUESTION-TIMTBER AREA
RESERVED.

Mr. WTLLM.%OTT asked the Minister for
Mines: 1. In ijew of the information re-
cently collected by him, will he state what

area is at the present time permanently re-
served for karri and jarrab, tuart, and
other timbers? 2, Does he propose to in-
crease this area? 3, Has the Inspector
General of Forests made any report on the
subject? 4, Will he supply the report to
the House, and state the policy to be pur-
suied?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, 1,995 acres. 2, Yes. 3, Yes. 4, I witt
lay a copy of the report on the Table of
thle House. It is proposed to consider the
matter of farther permanent reser-ations in
Cabinet at an early date, after which I shall
be glad to inform the House of the policy
to be pursued.

QUESTION-FRUIT, WHOLESALE
PRICES.

MINr. SMIITH asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Is he aware flint large quanti-
ties of fruit are at lpresent being sold
wholesale at prices ruinouis to the grower?
2, What steps does his department intend
taking to ensuire the orchardist a fair re-
ward for his tabour9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes, considerably large quanti-
ties of fruit, much of it of very inferior
quality, has been placed on the market. 2,
'[li Government have advanced on loan
X2.500 towards forming a co-operative can-
in rig and drying company. This company
has been in operation for some months and
it is doing good work: but requires financial
supplort from the growers to enable it to
widen its scope and increase its output.
Fruit-growers. in this State are relying en-
tirely on marketing the fruit in its fresh
state, and must in future dry, can, and jam
at portion of the output. The department
is doing its best to encourage drying and
preserving of fruit. The production of fresh
fruit has overtaken the demand, but we are
importing, annually nearly £200.000 worth
of dried and preserved fruits. The Govern-
mneit are not in a position to guarantee a
inianinn price for fruit. If the producers
will, thrrough their organisations, point out
how legitimate assistance can be granted.
the question will he fairly considered.
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QtJESTION-RA1LWAY PROJECT,
YORKRAKINE.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Mlinister for
Works: 1, Has the advisory board inspected
the Dearty, North Cunderdin, Yorkrakine.
Rodj-Koodjin, Danberrin, North Naugee-
non proposed railway? 2, Uf not, when is
this inspection to take plac2e? 3, Is he
aware that the survey of this urgent rail-
way was forecasted in the Governor's speech
at the opening of the present session? 4,
What tonnage of wheat and fertilisers is to
be carted into the same radius this year?

The MINISTE~R FOR WORKS replied:
1No. 2, No date has -yet been fixed, as the

question will require consideration at the
hands of the present Government. 3, The
late Government proposed to introduce a
Bill to provide for surveys of a railway
which wonld serve the district named. 4,
The Government have no means of ascer-
taining this information, but if the honour-
able member wvill supply a list comprising
names and addresses of all the farmers to
he served by the proposed railway, the de-
partment will endeavour to ascertain from
them figures upon which an estimate may
be formed to enable the question to be re-
plied to.

QUESTION--RAILWAY ACCOMlUODA-
TION, MERREDIN JUNCTION.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1,. What is the accomnmodatioa for
passengers waiting to continue their jour-
ney at the Merredin Junction station? 2,
At what hours do the travelling -public arrive
and leave Mferredin from district railways,
booked through to Perth or Kalgoorlie? 3,
What is the average number of passengers
daily, inclusive of pas and season ticket
holders? 4, Does the present ladies' wait-
ing-room conform with the board of health
regulations? 5, Do the present staff officers
meet the regulations mentioned in No. 4?
6, When may improved conditions be ex-
pectedf

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Ladies' waiting room 12 feet by
12 feet, with lavatory attached. Gentle-
men's waiting room 12 feet by 10 feet.
Shelter shed 12 feet by 12 feet. 2, Trains
for branches arrive Merredin: Tuesdays and

Fridays, 12.6 aim- and 12.20 a.m.. Tues-
days, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 11.15 p.m.
Depart front Merredin: Tuesdays and Fri-
days, 2.45 am.; Tuesdays and Saturdays,
2.30 a.m.; Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days, 3.35 a.m. 3, Average number of pas-
sengers is about 25 to 30. 4, Yes. 5, Yes.
6. When finances permit.

QUESTION-HEALTH PROSECU-
TIONS.

Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: 1, Did
one of the men selected by the Department
of Health to secure convictions recently at
Kalgoorlie, under the Health Act Amend-
ment Act, 1915, suffer from venereal dis-
ease"~ 2, Js it necessary to employ a man
in this state of health to secure the convic-
tions desired? 3, Did this mali occupy a
sleeping berth on the Kalgoorlie express?
4, If so, does the Health Department not
reognise that this constituted a grave men-
ace to the health of the gold fields travelling
public, and that it is repulsive to ideas of
common decency? 5, Will the practice be
continued in future, if the same conditions
prevail?

The PREMIER. replied: In view of the
provisions of Section 242 (o) of the Health
Act Amendment Act, 1915, it is impossible
to answer the questions in detail, but the
Minister has received the assurance of the
Commissioner of Public Wealth that there
was no menace Whatever to the public health
in connection with the happenings implied
in the questions.

QUESTION-ENEMY SUBJECTS IN
GOVERNMENT EMPLOY.

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. Heitmann) asked
the Premier: 1, In view of the declared
policy of the Government to dispense with
the services of all persons of enemy origin
and the fact that a number of labourers
and others have been dismissed the Gov-
ernment service, including one in Oeraldton
who has given four sons to the -war, why is
it that an officer of Parliament born in Ger-
many has not received similar treatment?
2. Will the Government take immediate
steps to apply the policy fairly?
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The PRENlER replied: 1 and 2, The
policy of the Government was brought under
the notice of the Speaker on thle 16th
Ja9nuary last, but I have received no advice
as to the result.

QUESTION-LAND ACT AMENDMAENT
BITLL AND CONSIDERATION BY
PARLIAMENT.

Hon. J. SCADDAN asked the Ilinister
for Lands: 1, Is he correctly reported in
the W est Australian of Tuesday last to the
effect that the Opposition had prevented
him proceeding with the Land Act Amend-
ment Bill? 2. Is he aware that this Bill was
read a first time on 23rd November last?
:3. Is he also aware that the Government con-
trol the order of business on the Notice
Paper, and that this Bill has never been
placed in such a position as to enable con-
sideration by the House?

The MINISTER FOR. LANDS replied:
1. 1 was not reported as saying that the Op-
position had prevented me proceeding with
the Land Act Amendment Bill, hnt that the
measure had been hung up owing to the ac-
tion of the Opposition. I did not wish to
infer that their action had been in any way
levelled at the Land Bill, but merely stated
a matter of fact. 2, Yes, and that the House
adjourned on 30th November until 23rd
January. Since then but little business has
been transacted. 3, The Government con-
trol the order of business on the Notice
Paper, and it is intended to place the Bill
in question in a prominent position when
the ordinary business of the House can be
again proceeded with.

QUESTION-MIDWIFERY TRAINING.
PREFERENCE TO WAR WIDOWS.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN asked the Premier:

Will he issue instructions that preference of
admission for training as midwives at the
Subiaco hospital should be given to women
whose husbands have lost their lives while
engaged in fighting for the Empire in the
present war?

The PREMIER replied: If otherwise
suitable, and other things being equal, pref-
erence of admission for training as mid.-

wives at theo King Edward Memorial fibs-
pital for Women will he given to women
whose husbands have lost their lives while
engaged in fighting for the Empire in the
present war.

.NOTION-WANT OF CONFIDENCE
IN THE GOVERNMENT.

Debate resumed from the 15th February
on the 'motion by the H-on. J. Seaddan "That
the Government (10 not possess the confi-
dence of the country, because of their action
in introducing during the time of war
purely party measures to the exclusion of
more urgent and important legislation
affecting our national welfare, their inca-
pacity in the handling of the public finances,
their general lack of initiative and ability
in the administration of the affairs of the
State, and their abandonment of the prin-
ciples of responsible government."

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.45]: During the last few days
there has been a good deal of criticism in
the public Press because of the fact that
the Opposition deemed it wise in the best
interests of the State to try and get the pres-
ent Government out of office. The Opposi-
tion went so close to obtaining their object
that every hon. member on the front bench
took a fright. The actions of the Govern-
ment, as to the means they adopted to ob-
tain office, which they themselves said they
desired to relinquish, have been critieised
strongly throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australia. There is no doubt
that the first reason why the Opposition
should seek to turn the Government out of
office is found in the actions of the Govern-
ment themselves. On the occasion of the
submission of Ministers to their electors for
re-election, it was distinctly stated that no
matter whether they were returned to office
or not, it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to take the views and opinions of the
people of the State to see whether they had
the confidence of their electors. Again, we
find that the Premier in speaking at Donny-
brook was so pleased with himself that he
had men with him of such business capa-
bility that the country began to think that
at last we had got hold of proper men who
would see that the affairs of the State were
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carried out as they should be, and our
finances placed in such a position that the
deficit which had accrued would be almost
immedately wiped out-and the Govern-
ment have taken a good way in which to
do that. The people, however, have been
mislead. They have now realised that their
expectations have not borne fruit, that the
Government have failed in the promises they
made, and the result is that the people are
asking that they should have an opportunity
of deciding, who should take control of the
administration of the affairs of the country
for the next three years. At Donnybrook
the Premier expressed his appreciat ion of
the position in which lie found himself as
head of the Liberals in Western Australia
and leading- a Cabinet of men of known
capability, -who could be looked upon to avsist
in bringing into operation in the State
sound legislation. and administration, and
souind finance. We have seen duringp the
present session of Parliament what action
the Government have taken to bring about
sound legislation. Scarcely a Bill has been
introduced into Parliament this session, but
some action has been taken to cause its re-
moval from the Notice Paper, or it has been
kept so far down the list that it has not re-
received any consideration at the hands of
members. Our friends on the cross benches,
who are supporting the Government,
thought when they made the ehans'e that
they wvere going to do somnethingl wondprful
so far as this State was concerned, but they
must admit, if they are honest men, that
they have, gone from the frying-pan into
the fire. When they got into the fire they
came to the leader of the Opposition and
said, "We know we cannot do any better
than you have done; come and help to pull]
us out of the fie. So far as administra-
tire ability is concerned, never since
responsible government was established
in Western Australia have the incas-
hers of the Ministry shown such a
Jack of administrative ability As members
of the present Government have done. The
Premier told us the other night that the
deficit has gone up by leaps and hounds,
that it was hirhler than it has ever been he-
fore,. and that sound finance has been
brought about by the introduclion of ai Bill

to fund the deficit; and we shall he told, if

the Government last ]ong enough, on the
30th June next that they have wiped out
the deficit by adding it on to the national
debt. Since the Government have taken
office they have done nothing to
warrant the support of the electors.
Their actions have been discussed more
than those of any other Government in the
State. I am of opinion that if the electors
were given the opportunity, and there was
a dissolution, about which the Government
preached so much a fortnight ago, they
would see that the occupants of the Treasury
bench were men who understood the re-
sponsibilities of their position and knew how
to look after the affairs of the country. In
speaking to this mno t ion it is perhaps neces-
sary that I. should go back a little. The
Premier, when speaking on the public plat-
form, has drawn attention directly to the
large amount of loan money which the late
Government had expended. On his showing
they' were responsible for everything that
happened tinder the sea, no matter what it
was. Why they have not been accused of
bringing About this war I do not know. At
any rate we have been acused of extrava-
gance and wastefulness, and it has been said
that there was no necessity to enter into such
a large expenditure, that the State did not
warrant it, that the Agriculturists did not
need it, and that the burden carried per head
of thle population of thle State was greater
than could be borne. We, however, have
told the people before how the position
stood. It is of'cn forgotten that in J.911 the
previous Liberal Government left a heavy
financiall burden behind them. On thle 30th
June, 191.1, the railways opened for traffi
in this State were 2,3761/2 mites in length.
On the 301h June, 1016, the railways opened
for traffic wsere 3,331 q miles in lenath. In
addition to this mileage, which was hianded
over to the Raitway Department, there were
112 miles of railway under construction over
which traffic was run by the Public Works
Department. During that period there wvere
close on 1,100 miles of new railways con-
structed, including the number of miles of
railway handed over to the Railway Depart-
ment and thie mileage of railways then under
construction and upon which traffic was be-
ing run by the Public Works Department.
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Out of these 1,100 miles of railway no less
than 880 miles consisted of railways which
were approved of by Parliament prior to
the late Government taking office. Members
of the late Government told the public that
they would carry out the promises made by
the late Liberal Government, so far as they
could, in connection with the railway Emls
which had been passed, and they carried out
their promises. The late Government en-
deavoured, as far as possible, to uphold the
honour and dignity of this Parliament. They
did not turn down every promise which had
been made by their predecessors in the way
the present Government have been doing,
but fulfilled the promises made by those who
preceded them. In the carrying out of these
promises they were faced with a large loan
expenditure which had been left to them as a
leg&acy by the previous Government. I should
like to point out the position that the Gov-
ernment was then placed in. In 1911 the
then Liberal Government, :who. of course,
were the only people who had the interests
and welfare of the State at heart, induced
Parliament to pass legislation for the pur-
pose of constructing hundreds of miles of
railway. Immediately the new Government
obtained office and tried to get this money
to carry out the desires of Parliament we
find that influence was brought to bear in
the money market in London to prohibit the
Labour Government from obtaining the
money with which to cary on. The same in-
fluence was also at work in the money mar-
kets in the Eastern States. Every endea-
vour was made at that time, not only in
London, but in the Eastern States, to ham-
per the Labour Government in the way of
obtaining money with which to carry out the
works for which Bills had been passed in
Parliament. In the face of these fact;, how
can we expect a Government, of which sev-
eral of the Ministers are those who occupied
portfolios in the previous Liberal Govern-
ment, and who did their utmost to prevent
the development of the State in the 'way that
I have shown, to really have the interests of
the State at heart? Even if the late Labour
Government did spend a large sum of money
that moneyN has been spent to assist in the
development of Western Australia. On look-
ing through some figures, I have been able
to ascertain approximately the amount of

the legacy or burden which was left to us in
the way of loan indebtedness. For the con-
struction of railways there were left three
millions of money, and they left us another
quarter of a million to pay for land which
they had taken over for the construction of
railway works in Perth and for other land
in Geraldton. We had to raise close on a
qoarter of a million of money to meet the
indebtedness of the late Government and
Trea, ury Bills to the amount of approxi-
nmately £600,000. In all, there was a
sum of about four millions of money
exlpended and approved of by Parlia-
ment, even for the items I have men-
tioned, and which affected the Puiblic, Works
Department only. Even if our indebted-
ness has increased considerably, and owing
to drought and the wvar the money which we
expended has not been so profitable as it has
been in years gone by, any Ministry with
any sense of decency would say straight out
that they were responsible to a certain ex-
tent for the large amount of loan money
which had had to be expended, and for the
increased indebtedness of the State during
the last five years. The Premier brought
before the notice of hon. members a question
which, in my opinion, should receive the
closest consideration. If ever an inquiry by
Royal Commission was required in connec-
tion with the finances of this State, it is cer-
tainly required in order to probe into this
assertion of the Premier. Referring to the
late administration of the Industries Assist-
ance Board, the hon. gentleman said that 570
farmers of this State had received advances
amounting to £238,000, and that the pro-
ceeds of the crops from these advances re-
alised only £04,000. He asked, where did
the balance of the crop go? The statement
would appear to show that in connection
with the advance of £238,000 to 570 farmers
a sum of no less than £1I74,000 has been lost
or stolen. Hf the insinuation does not mean
what I have said, then I do not know what
an insinuation is.

Hon. P. Collier: It is an insinuation of
dishonesty against the farmers.

Hon. W. C, ANOWIN: If the balance
of the crops did not go into the legitimate
channels, it follows that such balance must
have been either destroyed or stolen. The
matter is a very serious one for this State,
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and I contend it is the duty of hon. members
to discover where that suma of £174,000 went
to-

Hon. P. 'Collier: The whole matter is one
for thne Country party.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: If the Premier's
statement is correct, then some of the re-
marks made by the member for Pilbara (Mir.
Uinderwvood) at a certain meeting of farmers
were justtified.

Yr. O'Logblen: The member for Pilbara
was not allowed to make any remarks.

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: If it is true that
570 farmers are responsible for the State's
losing £174,000 in a single twelvemonth,
nothing too had could be said of those
570 farmers. Certainly, tile matter is one
wrhich, we should probe to the bottom. For
my part, I am doubtful whether the state-
ment of the Premier is correct. I aut
doubtful whether 570 farmers robbed the
country of £174,000.

AMr. Piesse: Surely the Premier did not
say that?

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: I have quoted the
Premier's words. I repeat, I refuse to be-
lieve the statement. I believe those figures
are put forward for the express purpose of
condemning those who administered the In-
dustries Assistance Board prior to the pre-
sent Government's advent to office. If the
country really did make the loss as stated,
heaven knows what condition we are drift-
ing into now; for I am confident that neither
the Government nor the present board
knowv what moneys are being advanced to
farmers throughout the State at the pre-
sent time. The statement has been pub-
lished-it appeared in the Wrest Australian
of the following day-that this State
routtkins 570 farmers so dishionest that they
robbed the country of £174,000 in 12
months. I contend it is the duty of the
House to have the matter thoroughly in-
vestigated, so that justice may be done
either to the farmers or to the State in
this connection.

Mr. Green: What about a select commit-
tee?9

Haln. W. C. ANOWIN: N.\t is useless to
move for a select committee so close to the
end of the session. '1v own belief is that
the Premier has been given incorrect infor-

mation. Now, we have been told repeatedly
-and the statement was made again on
Thursday last-that considerable sav-
ings have resulted from the changes ef-
fected by the present Government in the
administration of the Industtries Assistance
Board. I doubt that statement very much
also. From the last Estimates only one
conclusion can be drawn-that the cost of'
the board's administration has increased
instead of decreasing. If the Premier and
the Minister of Industries really believe
the statement I have just dealt with, as to
the enormous loss resulting from advances
to farmers, then, no doubt, increased ex-
penditure would be justified for the puir-
pose of preventing farmers from stealing
the State's money or from destroying or
improperly disposing of their crops. How-
ever, the Estimates which were presented
to uts prove that the cost of the board has
increased considerably. While on this sub-
ject I wish to say again that the farmers
have reason to he grateful to Mr. Oliphant,
the member of the Industries Assistance
Board whom the present Government dis-
missed from his position on that board.
The farmers have to thank Mr.Oliphnnt for
the price at which they hlave obtained bags.
which price is considerably less than it
would hlave been but for that gentleman's
action. It might have been expected that
the Minister, before taking steps to Alter
the board's administration, would ascer-
tain what was the system in vogue, instead
of accepting anything that Torn, Dick, And
Harry told himn. Only the other day hie had
to deny, through the Press, that farmers
were not treated fairly. In connection
with his reorganisation of the board, he
should have examined the existinig system
to ascertain wvhat, if anything, was wrong,
and then proceeded to put the system, if he
thought it wrong, on a proper basis. But
the Minister never once visited the boaird's
office, never discussed matters with the
hoard, never saw a member of the board.
Without any such inquiry the Minister, im-
mediately on taking office, dismissed the
men who had been appointed to the board
for the purpose of protecting the interests
of the State and of assistiug the farmers
in the development of the country. I eon-
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tend that action of the Minister was wrong
and improper, and showed a want of capa-
city in handling the affairs of the State. I
cannot allow this opportunity to pass with-
out a few words as to the State trading
concerns. The present Government have
done more than they realise against the
interests of Western Australia by their
statements reg-arding the trading concerns.
When in Melbourne a few weeks ago, I saw
large headlines in the papers there-''One
and a quarter millions loss on Western Aus-
tralian State trading concerns-Mr. Gard-
miert's statement."' Immediately on my re-
turn to Western Australia i read the
Hansard report of 'Mr. Gardiner's speech
on the State Trading Concerns Bill.
There was not. a word in that speech about
a loss of 1% millions. In fact, it(, man
reading that spch~l would say that it was
not in the best interests of the State. The
one aim of tire member for Ir-win (Mr.
0 aid iter) evidently wvas to see tire Silate
trad 'ing concerns put on a proper basis. But
tile speech wvas construed by someone in
Western Auistralia as I have said. 1 my-
self, as Minister, have informed the House
over and over aigain that one or- two of the
trading concerns were showiing a loss on
their wvorking. and that others showed pro-
fits. But, no matter what statement I
night make on Lte subject, so long as some-
ting is said in depreciation of the State

trading concerns, that is given forth to the
world as true and correct. Any statements
to the contrary are represented as rubbish
and mere bombamst. The Attorney General,
speaking at St'. Luke's Hall, -Maylands,
,in the 5th August. 191.6, is reparted as liar-
iiw said-

The loss .)n the Yandanooka estate
laist year was £11,000. How could this
be helped when prime bullocks from
Yandanooka, worth £C24 per head in the
local markets, were passed into the meat
stalls at a value of about £10?

That statement is quite incorrect. Every
bullock that went into the meat stalls was
charged to them at the fll] market price.
The statement was made for the purpose
of misleadinz the public in regard to the
operations of the meat stalls. Again, from
the returns laid on the Table I observe that

ihe Yandanoka estate, which, according to
the Attorney General showed a loss of
£E11,000, actually showed a profit of approxi-
mately £:9,000. These are not my figures, but
figures produced by the present Govern-
ment. And yet wve find the Attorney Glea-
oral, a member of the Government, en-
deavouring to mislead the people hy this
statement of a great loss on the Yandanooka
estate. [ wrote to the Press on this subject.
]. find, furiher, that during my absence in
Melborne the Colonial Secretary asserted
ifiroughi the newspapers, that the statements
hie had made about the trading concerns
were correct, and that the Treasury figures
showed a deficit of £24,650 in two years.
The lion. gentleman further said-

Since the Yandanooka estate has been
purchased, it shows a loss of £10,000.

'Fint assertion might (10 very well for those
wvho (10 nol know the position. Figures have
again been used in such a way as to misre-
present. The Yandanooka estate was origi-
rmally purchased for closer settlement pur-
poses. As lion, members are aware, shortly
after the drought, land was not selling as
freely as before. Selectors then were not
so ready to take uip land and conseqjuently
the Yandanooka estate "'as lying idle. It
wans thought advisable, then, that something
should be d]one to neet the payment of in-
terest on tile cost of the estate, and approxi-
miately 110,000 acres of it was handed over
to the Agricultural Department. The de-
partment took the matter in hand, and even-
tuall.A plaeed some cattle on the estate. How-
ever, ats soon as the 1.1.0,000 acres had been
handed over to (lie Auricultural Depart-
ment, that department had to pay the full
piolortion of the interest for that area. The
full proportion of interest has been charged
everv year to the Agricultural Department,
and is now represented as a loss arising
from State trading concerns. The estate
has been farmed for practically only one
Year. and the result is a profit of approxi-
mately £ 9,000. In all probability, the estate
will become a paying proposition before
long. Our friends opposite, however, ex-
pect a State trading concern to pay almost
before it is fairly started. The Premier has
said that the State trading concerns would
mean a big deficit which would have to be
made tip by taxation, a deficit of approxi-
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mately £113,000. He made that statement for
the purpose of showing how his deficit is be-
ing built up at the present time. Now, there
is issued for public information through the
W1est Australian every month a statement of
the public finances. If bon. members will
refer to those statements for the last seven
months, they can ascertain exactly the fin-
ancial position of Government business uin-
dertakings and State trading concerns. Dur-
ing the past seven months the Government
have received froir, trading concerns and
business undertakings the sum of £1,823,124,
and their total expenditure has been
£1,495,728, leaving a surplus of receipts
over expenditure of £327,406. These are
thle figures which have been given to us in
the monthly statement, but my friends oJ)-
posite will say (flat it is not fair to take
into consideration tile receipts of the rail-
ways, and the receipts from thre Water and
Sewerage Department. That being so, we
canl deduct the figures of those twvo concerns
and wye find [hat in the period mentioned
the Government had a surplus of £75,869,
from which, it is true, they have to pay in-
terest anti sinking fund. As I pointed out
the other night, very few of these concerns
were established by the previous Govern-
ment; they are extenisions of concerns which
were established prior to the Scaddain Gov-
ernment taking office. In the West Austra-
lion the other morning there appeared a
report which gave the transactions of sev-
eral of the trading concerns, and each showed
a loss. Each of the trading concerns men-
tioned in the paragraph was started by a
Liberal Government. There seem to be a
general impression in the minds of the
people of this State that all the trading con-
cerns were established by the Labour Gov-
eritient, and it was also instilled in the
minds of the peop~le that it required business
ability to make those undertakings pay. We
know, however,' who has been responsible
for the white elephant at Albany, which was
the leading concern referred to in the news-
p~aper a few dlays ago, as showing a big loss.
The Liberal Government were responsible
for that. Where, then, did their business
acumen come in? There is no greater proof
of the manner in which the trading concerns
affect the State than. the Estimates which were
presented to Parliament in November last

year. We have the Treasurer's own figures,
and in submitting them he stated that he
expected to receive for the year ended 30th
June, 1917, a net surplus of £83,808. Yet
we have it continually published in the
Press that, owing to the action of the La-
bour Government in starting the trading
concerns, it is not possible to conduct the
affairs of the State without showingr a
deficit. How can this b& when the Premier
himself informed the House that hie expects
to receive a net surplus of £83,808 from the
trading concerns?

Hon. P. Collier: And he is going to ex-
ceed his estimate.

I-Ion. W. C. ANOWIN: It looks like it.
At the present time he has a surplus, ac-
cording to the figures published in the West
Australiali, of no less a sum than £75,869.
Does it not look as if the Government, for
party purposes, have been misrepresenting
to the people of the State the position of
those concerns? On one occasion I drew
attention to a Press report regarding the
State trading concerns, and also to tile fact
that they wvere not showing a loss. I asked
that thle public should read the balance
sheet. The newspapers know that the pub-
lic are guiled by headlines and it is always
made to appear from the headlines that the
trading concerns are not paying.

Hon' P.' Collier: They keep those head-
lines standing.

Hon. %%. C. ANG-WIN: Yes, for the ex-
press purpose of misleading the country.
We have also been told what the Govern-
ment intend to do for the purpose of letting
the people of the State get behind the scenes.
The Premier, speaking at Cape], said that
it was not intended to have a repetition of
the Nevanas contract. We know, however,
thant the present Government have made a
cattle contract. We were also told that they
were riot going to make any secret contracts,
,and that there would he no repetitions, in
addition to the Nevnnas contract, of the
powellising contract, the establishment of
sawmills, or the purchase of rattletrap
steamers which were now ready to be thrown
on the scrap heap, and the bon. gentleman
also added that there would be a careful
scrutiny made into everything, and that
there would be obtained the assistance of the
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experts and capable business men, with
whom he was associated in the Cabinet. W~e
find that the Minister for Works was the
first who started on the scrutiny, and that
he was assisted by his officers and a Press
representative. Whether that is true or not,
1 do not know, but I do know that night
after night, often until midnight, he was at
his office going through papers in the hope
of discovering something, and being able to
tell the people of the State that his prede-
cessor had hidden something in the pigeon
htoles in consequence of which the hrue posi-
tion of affairs had tiot been revealed. What
did he find? After several weeks of scru-
tiny and diggling into the files with the as-
sistance of the officers of his department, he
discovered that 1 had sold a boiler and that,
in consequence, there had been a consider-
able loss to the State. I immediately con-
tradicted the statement wvhich appeared in
the Press about that sale, and, on the next
day, the Minister admitted that he had made
a nistake, and flint the probable loss
amounted to about £5. He tried to make a
mountain out of a molehill; it was the only
thing that the Government were able to dis-
cover after nig-hts of scrutiny wvith the aid of
experienced business men. The members of
(lhe late Government have nothing to fear
from anything that might he disclosed as
the result of any investigations which may
le made. It is true that we may have made
mistakes, but other M1inisters may have made
mistakes, and the members of the present
Government 'nay also commit errors. I
defy the present Government, however, to
point to anything that the past Govern-
went 'lid which mit be detrimental to the
interests of the State. The Minister for
Works tried to make a good deal out of the
Wynidham freezing works, and he declared
that hie had sent the plans to New South
XWales, and that he had secured the services
of an engineer to advise in regard to them.
The truth of the matter is that it was I who
sent the plans to New South WVales, and the
present Minister did not tell us that it was
more than probable, if a new engineer wvas
appointed, that the plans would go through
a process of transformation. It is true that
the new engineer recommended that certain
improvements should be effected, and I
maintain that a Government would be wrong

if they attempted to save a few thousand
pounds by not carrying out suggestions
which might benefit a concern like the
freezing works, especially if they had any
confidence in their newly appointed en-
gineer. It is in this way that the cost of
the freezing works has been increased. I
have no doubt that other experts, if they
were called upon to offer advice, would
mnake further alterations, and, in that way,
still add to the cost. With regard to the
Fremnantle Harbour Trust, the action of the
Couverninent, in removing the lEogineer-in-
Chief from the personnel of the TUrust, wvas
detrimental to the interests of the State.
'T'ie Engineer-in-Chief was the principal
advising officer in connection with the har-
bour works and wvas chairman of the Trust;
lie was originally the engineer of the hair-
hour works, and it was considered advisable
that lie should be a member of the Trust so
us to lie (ti fait with everything that was
going on. It was considered that there was
no man who wvan better fitted to occupy the
position, and lie remained a member of the
Trust for four or five years, and acted as

lie custodian of the State's interests, In
every instance, therefore, he would see that
those interests were safeguarded. Immedi-
ately there tame it change of Government,
however, ouir friends removed the Engineer-
in-Chief from the Trust just as (hey did
'Mr. Oliphant for the reason that they wvere
appointed by the Labour Government.

.M r. linrdwick: Who said that.
Hon,,. IV. C. ANGYIN: Their actions said

it.
The Mlinister for Rlailwvays: How much

salaryv did he draw?
Hon. IV. C. ANOWIN: He had £200 a

year extra to his previous salary. The pre-
sent Government said by their actions, "We
must take steps immediately to remove from
bocards or Government institutions every
person whom the Labour party put there."

The Minister for Rlailways: Tt is not so
at all.

Ron. WV. C. ANGWVIN: Their actions
prove ii. They shifted Mr. Morris from 'he
Industries Assistance Board, they shifted
11r. Thompson from the Harbour Trust.
anil they shifted men from the hospital
boards.
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The Minister for Railways: You shifted
people, too, remember.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: In those eases
where changes were made by us the officials
resigned. We dismissed no civil servants
who were capable of carrying out the ditties
of their offices. The action of the present
Government in removing men from their
positions merely because they had been ap-
pointed by a Labour (rovernment shows
clearly that the present Ministry are not
qualified to control affairs of State. I have
already pointed out that the present Gov-
erment claimed that by applying their
business acumen they would be able to bring
the trading concerns into the position of
payable propositions. I asset now the
Government have not done one thing since
they camne into office with a view to improv-
ing the position of the trading concerns.

The Minister for Railways: What did
you say about the Implement Works?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I told you the
truth about the works.

The Minister for Railways: You claimed
that you would put them in order.

H~on. WV. C. ANOWIN: Yes; and I would
have done so. With the assistance of the
ilanager, I improved the position of those
works to the extent of £C8,000 in one year.
What has become of the legislation which
the House was told was urgently required?7
The Government proposed an Electoral Dis-
tricts Bill.

The Minister for Railways: Dlid you not
consider it a fair Bill?

ion. W. C. ANOWIN: This Zouse
should always be prepared to consider legis-
lation fairly, but I would point out flint the
lion, member and his colleagues did not
secure their presenit position as a result of
a reference to the people of the State. Had
the question been referred to the people
they would never have got over there. The
main features of the Electoral Districts Bill
indlicate clearly that it was never the in-
tention of the Government to do justice
to all parts of the State. The first Bill
(lealing with the subject was introduced but
withdrawn. They introduced another, and
that Bill, too, is to be allowed to go by the
board. That shows the Government them-
selves dlid not believe in the legislation they

introduced. Then we were to have increased
taxation so as to put the finances in order.
I should like to say here, lest I should forget
to do so later on, that the Government have
been able to do something to rectify the
finances. They have been able to enact that
we shall put a penny stamp on all receipts
for amounts over £1. But that is all they
have done. As a rule their legislation has
never been on the Table for longer than a
few days before they have become ashamed
of it themselves. At present they have
brought themselves into such a position that
even these who have been connected with
themn as a party are now trying to have
the name of the party changed, to have the
name "Liberal" done away with. They
know that if they go to the country as Lib-
erals not one will be again returned to this
House. A well known public man who spent
many years in public life said to me the
other day, "You need not be afraid, Ang-
win; no Liberal is game to contest the next
election with you. They are ashamed of the
name Liberal, it is mud." And they are go-
ing to adopt a new name, they propose tak-
ing the name "National." During the past
few weeks we have been repeatedly told the
time had arrived when we should drop party
polities for the purpose of winning the war;
that we should all work together to that end.
But whilst this has been urged we have had
the spectacle of a Liberal Government doing
and attempting to do many things which are
not in the best interests of the State. They
urge that party polities should be dropped,
but it is the politics of only one party which
it is desired shall he dropped. We have evi-
dence of that in the position obtaining in the
Federal Parliament to-day. There a National
Government has been brought into existence
by an arrangement between the Liberals and
some of the Labour party. They have joined
together. we are told, for the purpose of
winning the war. I very much regret that a
few gentlemen in the Federal Parliament
should take on their own shoulders the on-
erous burden of winning the war. I honestly
believe there are few people indeed in West-
ern Australia at any rate, who do not desire
to do their share so far as it is possible to-
wards winning the war. I regret, therefore,
that we should be told there is any necessity
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for the formation of a new party in order to
win the war.

Hon. .J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Most of your own party say so.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not care
who says it.

Hon. J. D). Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Why do you object then?

Eon. W. C. ANGWIN: Because your
party has taken the lead in the matter, In
the Federal l'waraent two parties have
agreed to join and we are told that the first
step' taken is to drop party politics, to unite,
for the express purpose of carrying out the
wishes of Australia as they are understood
to be, to assist the Mother country towards
success in the wvar. 1 believe that every man
in the Opposition in the Federal Parliament
is as anxious that the 'Motherland shalt be
victorious in this war as any of those mem-
hers who form the present Government in
the Federal Parliament. On what terms has
bhe agreement been arrived atl The Liberals
said in effect that if they joined with the
Hughes party in the establishment of a
National Government the Hughes Govern-
ment must jettison its wealth tax, and also
must give the Liberals a big majority in the
Ministry. Therefore, the winning of the war
was not the first consideration. The real con-
sidleration was that the Labour party should
drop its policy, and that there should he only
one policy, the Liberal, in Australian poli-
ties. Give me the man who is willing to give
those near and dear to him to fight our
battles, whether he be conseriptionist or
anti-conseriptionist, before the man who has
neither chick nor child and refuses to con-
tribute yearly for the purpose of seeing that
there shall be adequate taxation for the pro-
tection of those men who, after fighting our
battles, come back wounded and maimed. I
know of members of this House who have
been called unpatriotic and charged with
being against the best interests of the Em-
pi re merely* because they are anti-conscrip-
tionists, yet who have given those dear to
them, those whom they have reared from
childhood. who have come back maimed for
li fe. There are others, especially one, in the
present Federal Cabinet, who have neither
chick nor child, in the Ministry, who have
offered to contribute £100 per annum for

three years for the purpose of stopping in-
creased taxation. They can give only their
wealth, they have no children of their own,
but they are determined to prevent the im-
position of taxation to make future pro-
vision for those who have been maimed
whilst fighting our battles. I say again, give
me the man who sends his own children, no
matter how he may advocate on the question
of conscription. The Liberals may desire
the creation of a new party-

Hon. J. D. Connolly' (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Some of your own people advocate
it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But in my opin-
ion they merely want a change of name.
Their actions sine being in office during the
past seven months have been such that they
will clutch at any straw, like a drowning
man, in the hope that it will serve to keep
Lhem in their present positions. And the
only thing left for Ihem to do is to change
the name and grasp at the straw of a Na-
tional party. I believe that some of the
Liberals in the Eastern States do not agree
with this movement for the establishment of
a National party. They believe their party
and their policy to be the right one. The
Premier a few weeks ago twitted us that -we
were not game to go for an election. He said
"Why did not you move the adjournment of
the House? You are not game to do so."
How heroic wvas the Premier and his Goy-
erment! We took the business out of their
hands, and refused them an adjournment.
By way of retort they said, "It is about time
the people should have a say in this matter.
Owing to the want of that legitimate sup-
port which we should have, we are going to
refer this to our masters, the people." And
so they went off to the Governor, who said
to them. "There is a lot of work for Parlia-
ment to do; it is necessary that steps should
be taken in respect of repatriation. Get on
with your work." No one was better pleased
at this than was the Premier. But
what was the important work that
Parliament had to do? On the very
next day the announcement was made
that almost all the business on the
Notice Paper was to be struck off. Every
important Bill was to be dropped, and by
this means the Parliamentary business was
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to be quickly disposed of. As for repatria-
tion, it is clear that a Government newly
elected -with three years life ahead of them
would be in a far better position to evolve
and carry into effect a satisfactory scheme
than can be a Government directing the
business of a dying Parliament with only a
Month] or two of life left. Between this and
October there cannot be any' great demand
for a repatriation scheme of land settlement.
After October we may have a new Govern-
ment, to whom the scheme prepared by the
present Government might seem unsuitable,
in which case all the work would have to be
g-One over again. On the other band, if we
were to allow the people to decide between
the . parties within the next few
wveeks, the result would be a Gov-
ernment in office with a probable
life of at least three years before them,
and who thus would be in asatisfactory posi-
lion for the carrying out of the adopted
repatriation scheme, So it will be seen that
in tile interests of the soldiers themselves the
time is opportune for a general election.
However, I amn afraid this soldier racket is
only playing to the gallery, and that we are
inclined to ride on the backs of the soldiers,
overlooking the necessity for preparing a re-
patriation scheme which will have thle effect,
not merely of putting the soldiers on the
land, but of enabling them to make a com-
fortable living therefrom. I myself have
seen several projected schemes, not one of
which appeared to me to have a chance of
success.

The Min ister for Railways: Were they
your own9i

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: No; they were
evolved by departmental officers. For the
success of any repatriation scheme it is first
essential that it should be put into opera-
tion by a Government having some years of
life before them.

The Minister for Railways: Well, we will
stay on for years.

Hlon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am afraid it is
too late; the numbers are up. Many of us
are fond of talking of our duty to the State.
We have also a duty to perform in the pro-
tection of the honour and dignity of Parlia-
ment, and of the good name of the electors,
and when we see attempts being made to
whittle away Parliamentary privileges, we

should do OUr best to oppose those respon-
sible for such attempts. I hope the motion
will he carried, and fliat as a result thle
people wvill have an opportunity of saying
whether they are prepared to allow the pre-
sent Government to continue to control the
affairs of State. If the answer should be in
the affirmative, then the r~esponsibility will
be upon the people themselves. I trust the
people will be given such opportunity' at the
earliest moment, for I have no fear whatever
of the result. We on this side have no de-
sire to go over to the AMinisterial bench ex-
cept at thle express wish of the people.

The INISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Atitchell-Northarn) [5.54]: The
lion. member said that the party to which
J. belong ls anxious for a chainge of name.
What better name could it have than that
of Liberal, which stands for freedom of
opportunity, for generous treatment, and
equal consideration to everybody?7 Of course
1. admit that it will never stand for prefer-
ence to unionists, or to anybody else. It
is wvell recognised that if there is any per-
son in the community who desires prefer-
ence, he is not a supporter of the Liberal
party.- In the course of an interesting lee-
hire the lion, member referred to the
dignit -y of Parliament. Yet lie was here
a fewv nights ago when there was taken the
vote which practically brought about the
present situation. We wVere beaten on an
important clause in an important Bill. We
asked for an adjournment of the debate,
but lion, members opposite refused it, not-
withstanding they knewv fall wvell that we
were supported by a majority, although that
majority did not happen to be here at the
moment. In no other part of the world is
a member expected to be in his place every
day. In this House, howvever, no matter
what might happen to an lion, member, lie
is denied consideration. lHe might have
serious illness in his family, and still be
compelled to sit here, day in and day OuL.
And now the lion. member talks about the
dignity of Parliament. When that vote was
taken, hion. members opposite knew that
their majority wvas only of a moment and
that, therefore, they should have granted
an adjournment of the debate, as would have
been readily conceded in any other Parlia-
ment in the British Dominions. I be-
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lieve that at least one member who voted
with the Opposition on that occasion re-
gretted having to do so. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. An-
gwia) is a scrupulously fair man, and I
venture to say that he regrets having had
to vote as he did. Yet bon. members oppo-
site talk about national government, national
interests and national aims.

Iou. r. Collier: Who does so?
Thle MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

The member for North-East Fremantle did
so for half an hour.

Mr. Foley: Can you tell me of a single
instance of an boa, member who, being sick,
was not allowed to go home, was refused
a pair?

11r. I'ardwick: Yes, tile member for York.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

What I said was that a member might have
serious sickness in his family, and yet be
denied a pair. I was speaking generally on
the question. I think the leader of the
Opposition wvill agree that the convenience
of members on either side should be con-
sidered when it comes to voting.

Hon. J. Seaddan: Not when they put
their private interests before the interests
of the country, as one of your members
did.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Even the private interests of ai member might
occasionally be considered when such con-
sideration can have no result on the voting
strength of parties.

Hon. J. Scaddan: It was your colleague
who publicly suggested it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
for Railways has the floor.

The M~INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I do not know about that. I was not talk-
ing about that particular thing, but was
discussing the statement made by the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W.' C'
Angwin). The leader of the Opposition was
not in his p~lace when we were discussing
this question and dlid not hear what the hon.
member said. That hon. member's refer-
ences to another hon. gentleman, who holds
a very high place in the esteem of the people
of the State and who sits in the Federal
Cabinet, were most uncalled for, and I
think were not generous. It is not usual
for the hon. member to be ungenerous in

his statements. The bon. gentleman in ques-
tion has no children to send to the war,
and if he had I think they would have gone.
To-day the son of his brother is serving as;
a private in Blackboy camp, and others of
the family are fighting at the Front. In-
deed, many of the Forrest family, and lbe
Ias numerous relatives, have gone to the
Front. He has given liberally to war funds,
and is taxed liberally, too. He has been
called upon to pay a very fair proportion
of taxation.

Hon. J. Seaddan: He gave £300 to avoid
taxation.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
What connection can there be between this
question of taxation and the question of
fighting9 We must have taxation in order
to carry on the affairs of the country, and
we are getting subscribed the money
necessary in order to carry on the war.
Do we bleaeft the workers of the country
by excessive taxationq It is possible to
tax men out of work, but it is not
possible to tax them into work. Can any
hon. member show [low it is possible
to tax men into work? As a matter of
fact, we% make less work by taxation.
We can tax enterprises and capitalists, but
it will be found that the men who suffer
most are those who must have work day
ia arid day out in order to earn their live-
lihood.

lHon. P. Collier: Has not the Federal
Land Tax created wvorkq

The M[NISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
doubt if it has.

lion. P1. Collier: It has been thle means
of cuitting uip big estates wvhich have
broughIt in four millions of revenue, and
so created work.

The MINI[STER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think the hon. member is wide of the mark.
If the lands in Australia have been taxed to
the extent of four millions of money, I
think they must have been taxed beyond
their ability to pay.

Hon. P. Collier: Not at all.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It

would not come to half that amount. be-
cause the exemption is very liber~i.

lion. P. Collier: The exemption is
£5,00.
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The MI11rISTrER FOP. RAILWAYS: I
think the lion, member will find that the
Federal Land Tax probably amounts to a
million and a half.

Hon. P. Collier: It is mare than that.
The INISTER FOR. RA-ILWAYS: I

do not think so. If we go on taxing we
will find that we shall have very little work
for our people to do.

Hon. P?. Collier: Of course there is a
limit.

The MNiSTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
admit that there are some people sitting
in Parliament who would riml a steam
roller over everyone who displayed any,
energy or enterprise, and who invested
their capital and employed labour. L do
not think, however, that they aire Wise in
their desires in that direction. I have a
word or two to say in reply to some of the
statements of the nmeniher for North-East
Fremantle. Ouir niames have been coupled
on miany occasions in connection With Bills
which have been brought down to the
'House, and often we have beenr found vot-
ing on the same side of the House on some
of these ,Bills. To-day, however, I n
in direct opposition to the views to which
the hon. member has given expression.
They were narrow, and they were riot gen-
erous. As to the remarks of the leader of
the Opposition, I have heard that hon.
gentleman make very much better speeches.
I am bound to confess, however, that he
seemed to be actuated by some sense of re-
sponsibility which has been altogether lack-
irng in many of the speeches which he has
delivered before. We admit the ability of
the hon. gentleman and that of many of
his colleaguIes. Hle has, arid so have they,
a peculiar gift for putting tip a very good
defence and a very good attack. They
have, notwithstanding. a peculiar Irabit of
misrepresenting facts to suit their own argu-
ments. I know no man in the Legislative
Assembly' who can reply to an attack quite
as well as can the leader at' tire Opposition.
I do not know of a man who can make out
a stronger ease against his opponents, hut
be is niot usually restrained by any sense
of responsibility, or by any desire to be
particulary accurate. Having these pecu-
liar qualifications and a willinglness to make

use of them he invariably putts uip the best
case that it is possible to pet up in support
of Ihis arguments. Having said that, I wish
bon. members to realise that his case
must have been a jolly weak one for the
lender of the Opposition to make such a
bad fist of it. I do not propose to recap-
itulate all the errors of omnission and com-
mission of the late Government. If I was
to discuss them We shoul.1d be here until
at least midnight. It is not the tiee when
we should indulge in party strife.

Thle M3inister for Lands: Hear, hear.

The M.[NJSTER FOR RAILWAYS: It is
'it time when the national interest should
ho of paramount consideration. Whethrer
wve call ourselves Liberals or Labour, nra-
tional or ainy other party, the work of
everyone should be performed from the
point of view of the nation.

31r. Carpenter: Why (10 you not practice
what you preachi?

The 311IN]STER FOR. RAILWAYS: We.
have d]one so ever since we have been in
offie.

lion. T. Walker: Nothing of the sorto

The MINISTER FOR R.ATLWAYS: I
amn bound to put uip some argumnents in re-
ply to those of the leader of tire Opposition
and the other hon. gentlemen who spoke
from that side of the House. I will not
touch urpon the hundred and flue things
which iinglrt be brought into at debate of
thIs kind. We might Well ask hron, g-entle-
men opposite to accept thre responsibility
of their hundred and one nets, which have
riot been in tire interests of the country.

l1on. ANV. C. Angwvin: Yon cannot prove
one of them.

The 1MI1iSTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for Nor tb-East Frerunrite (Hon.
V. C. Ang-win) says that we do not re-
present the best interests of this country
and that the people are no concern of ours.
Nevertheless. I am quite content to-night
to place he Fore tis House the case that 1
have to place before members in referencee
to the several departments with which I
ani Particularly connected. f shall, there-
fore, for the mroment at any rate. let them
off.

Horn. 1'. Walker: That is dropping party
polities.
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Hon. AV. C. Angwin: We do not wvant
to be let off. If you have any thing to say.
say, it.

The MINI\1STER FOR RAILWAYS
Then I will go on with them.

lion. T. Walker: Go tLn with. them.
The MINISTER FOR RAILW AYS: I

certainly will (10 so if the hon, member
says anything more.

.Mr. SPFEAKiER: Order.

The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
When I have finished the remarks which I
propose to make, 1 will deal with the many
matters about which bon. members opposite
are not vftrv' aniious5 to hear muchi. The
member for North-East Fremantle told the
House that the Liberal party had induced
the m~oney lenders of London and the East-
ern States to refuse financial assistance to
the Government of which hie was a member.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: So they did.
The INNISTE N FOR RAILWAYS:

The did not. The statement, is an erron-
eons one. No Liberal in the House has ever
done other than help) to develop the interests
of Western Australia. If any Liberal sit-
ing here had endeavoured in the early days
of the Government wvhich was last in office
to deter the money lenders from providing
dfiemn with funds 'ini order that they might
carry on the necessary works, hie would have
been a traitor to the country.

lon. IV, C. Anigwin: There are a lot of
them too.

The MlINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member knew fall well when he
endeavoured to attach some blame to the
Liberal party in this connection that hie was
doing- something which hie had no right to
do, and was makinw a statement which was.
absolutely wide of the mark. I1 will give
the House the facts. When the hon. gentle-
men opposite caine into office the sum
borrowed stood at £23,700..000. They left
office after five years, having borrowed
£15,435.000. They would have borrowed
more, I siippose, if, as they say, we had not
deterred the money lenders, and induced
them to close up their purse strings.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Those who did do
it failed in their efforts.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This is fifteen million times proof of it.

Mr. Carpenter: You said you could not
glet the money.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The point is not that they got the money,
but as to what they did with it when they
got it.

The Minister for Works: Wasted it.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

I think we can do better than by simply
charging them with the waste of money, be-
cause if we produce the result of their ex-
penditure this will, to some extent, furnish
a proof. It is oar ditty to admoit that we
have a war upon uis, that we had some
drought years, and that the State was faced
with troubles and difficlties. I wish the
country to know that the revenue in the
rflgime of the hon. gentleman opposite kept
uip satisfactorily, and increased year by year
until it became an enormous annual contri-
hut ion.

Mr. Green: It is better than ever this
year but there is an increasing deficit.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes,. an increasing deficit. I want to show
how it is increasing. In 1910-11 the interest
and sinking fund amounted to a little over
one ilrlion of money, and the earnings from
invested moneyv covered the interest and
Sinking fund at that dare. fn connection
with the various big concerns, they were
only short of interest anti sinking fund to
the extent of £159,000. We find Ihat last
year the interest and sinking fund amounted
to £1,664,000. That is their five years' re-
cord, namely an increase in the interest and
sinking fund of £617,000. That is what the
hon. memnber for North-East Fremantle is
so proud of.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Over three million
pounds on railwVay s are Yours.

The MINMISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The earnings of these big trading concerns
have increased by about £4,000. The sum
of fifteen million pounds has been expended
largely upon these Government concerns
which ought to have been reproductive, and
as a result of that expenditure the earnings
have only increased by about £41,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where did the
lonFc-s come out!

The MIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS-
1f fifteen millions of money are invested-
of course some of this went to the Agrienl-
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tural Bank and ludustires Assistance Board,
leaving a balance of, say, twelve millions-
and only £41,000 are earned and £617,000
are Jpaid for it, obviously we are £576,000
to the bad.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And you spent five
mill ions on railways which did not return
anything.

Trhe MI NISTE R FOR RAILWAYS:.
Thai excu[se Will not wash at all, The money
is wasted and gone. The State is £576,000
Worse off per annum on invested money up
to 1916 than it was in 1910411. will the
people in the country realise that this in-
terest has to be paid year in and year out,
almost in perpetuity and certainly for the
next 30 or 40 years 0 Will they realise that
interest and sinking fund this year will be
at least £100,000 more than it was last year,
making a total of £676,000 short on this in-
vested money?

.Hr. Carpenter: Your railway land boom
is responsible for a great deal of it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Be-
fore tea I was endeavouring to make it clear
to hon. members that the loan expenditure
of the past five years has resulted in an in-
crease of interest and sinking fund pay-
ments without compensating advantage
therefrom in the form of revenue. Notwith-
standing that the greater proportion of the
loan money of the past five years has been
sunk in trading concerns, the revenue is onl 'y
£41,000 greater than it was in 1911., Thus
the increase ink interest and sinking fund
payments is the cause of the financial
trouble. The returns from revenue-earning
departments were £576,000 less last year
than in 1911. For this year the loss on
money invested in trading concerns will
amount to nearly £700,000. Year by year
for the next 50 years this vast amount will
have to be paid in connection with the loan
moneys thus expended. And there is some-
thing more to add. Soinking fund does not
become payable until a loan has been in
existence for four years. Thus the increase
in sinking fund will he a very considerable
amount in itself evenualy-from £75,000
to £E100,000 per annum. Over (he gr-eater
proportion of the loan moneys I refer to.

sinking fund is not yet being paid. There-
fore, the outlook as regards those loan
moneys is not bright. It is true that latterly
some of these loan moneys were spent onl
railways, which are not earning as mnuch as
they will earn when the country bas been
developed. If hon. gentlemen opposite had
continued the previous Government's policy
of land settlement, and had kept the Agricul-
tural Bank active during the whole of their
five years of office, the position to-day would
be different. I know they will contend that
they had to find a great deal more money for
the Agricultnral Bank than the previous
Government found. That statement is true,
but the truth of it is due to the fact that in
the early stages of their control of this coun-
try's affairs they refused, by reason of their
regulation disallowing transfers of lease-
holds, to let private banks assist land settle-
ment. Thus it camie about that. a consider-
able amount of capital had to be found by
the previous Government for the Agricul-
tural Bank. Further, I do nut think they
supplied money through the Agricultural
Bank quite as cheerfully as they would have
us believe. The previous Government had
prepared plans of agricultural land which
showed areas of which the settlement was
subject to advances from the Government.
Probably the amount to which the ptrevious
Government thus found themselves pledged
"'as 11/ millions, Of course, they had to
find mioney to meet the demands of appli-
cants to that extent. Js soon ats that obliga-
tion was discharged, however, the late Gov-
ernment showed little inclination to assist
Ihe farmers; and for that reasn the returns
rrom the agricultural railways are not as
good as otherwise they would be. A railway
cannot be expected to pay during the early
Years of its existence; but, nevertheless, the
earnings of the general railway system have
been materially increased by the spur lines.
I dare say a million tons of produce will be
moved this year because of the spur lines, be-
cause of the policy of development in vogue
up to 1911; not because of anything that has
been done since. I wish to point out also that
on the Ist August last year the departments
were in a state of chaos, and that individuals
Were complaining of unjust treatment.
First, we had to do justice to individuals.
It is all very well to say that economy must
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be practised; and it must be; but there is
something more to be done in the govern-
ment of a country than merely to practise
economy. Where an individual injustice is
to be righted, it is due from the Government
to right that injustice before entering upon
schemes of economy. The present Giovera-
went have been in office six months, orx-sif
of which time wve have spent in this House.
Further, I was in Melbourne for six weeks,
and the Premier was there for some con-
siderable time; so that other Ministers were
compelled to take over our duties during our
absence. It is plain, therefore. tlin' merm-
hers of the present Governmtent have not
had inuch time to go into the miatter of cut-
ting down expenditure. For my part, 1 (10
not believe that any great good can result
fromt cutting down the civil service-saving
a ten-pound note here and there. Something
mWre will have to be done for this great
country. Indeed, lion, members opposite
know that. inny civil servants have gone to
the war, and that their places have not been
filled. I believe that a sum of £52,000
would represent thc salaries of civil servants
who have enlisted, while £14,000 would re-
present the salaries paid to temporary offi-
cials replacing them.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: What did you tell
uts the rother night was the amount?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Deducting the difference of about £40,000
from less than £400,000 which the civil scr-
vants enjoyed hefore the war, I think wve have
done very well indeed. W hat the country
wants is keen management of the depart-
ments by the departmental heads.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the point; or
keen management from I he Ministerial
heads.

The IMINISTER. FOR RAILWAYS: Un-
doubtedly the deparimental heads must he
helped by Ministers and by the Government
policy. If the faults of the past Administra-
tion were closely inquired into, I think it
would] be found that what was to blame was
too often the policy, and not the officials
who have to suffer blame.

Hon. P. Collier: What is to blame just
now!1

Thle MITNISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Nothing except the past Administration.

Hon. P. Collier: When are you going to
takie up your responsibilities?

Tme MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We took them up on the 29th July last,
and we have faced them every day since.
Up to the present, our main responsibility
has been to straighten out the troubles left
uts by hion. gentlemen opposite.

lion. 1P. Collier: lookiug behind the
scenes

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I want to see the public service put to bet-
ter use. There is great work to be done
for this, country. If wve are to conoinise,
let its achieve economy by doing bigger
thinp~ aind better things. 'To hear hon. meat-
hers opposite speak, one wvould think there
was nothing more to be (lone for Western
Australia. II'v belief is that the way out
of time country's troubles is to increase pro-
duction. There are tremendous opportuni-
tie,, in the pastoral lands of the North,
-which to-day aire carrying about two and
a half million sheep and 700,000 or 800.000
head of cattle. From these figures miay
be seen what is before us in the North. The
700,000 or 800,000 cattle can be increased
to two or three millions, and the two and a
hialf million sheep in the North to
10 millions, if only we adopt the
right policy. 1 know hion. members
oppiosite look upon01 the work of develop-
ing the great pastoral lands of the North
as an easy matter and a highly profitable
uindertaking. In fact, however, it takes a
tremendous lot or' capital to develop land
there.

Hon. J. Scaddan: What about the pas-
toral lands at Endsa?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If our northern areas arc to be developed,
the men -who take up land there must have
security of tenure, must have something
which will guarantee them the right to
occuipy the lands for a considerable time.
[n the past the termn of the leases has been
28 years; and there is, I think, still .10 years
to run of the existing leases. No doubt.
in connection with the renewal of the leases
conditions as to compulsory improvement
and compulsory stocking will have to be
introduced. The men in the North now have
earned the right to be there, if ever any men
in the world have earned the righlt to the
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land occupied by them. I agree that there
Smust be increased rents and also certain con-
ditions as to improvements and stocking;
though there is no doubt that the greater
proportion of our northern pastoralists have
done very well in these two respects. In
addition to deriving benefit from increased
rents, the Government will receive additional
revenue from the increased trade activities
which will be the result of increased produc-
tion. We want, when the war is over, to
have every possible avenue of employment
open to tile men returning from the Front.
With that end in view, let as see what we
can mnake of our North-West and of our
great primary industries. No other country
in the world would allow such an asset
as our North-West to remain unutilised for
long. Given an opportunity, and given time.
the Minister for Lands will show what this
great territory can do. Turning now to the
wheat lands, what are the opportunities
there I Only a few years ago, not 10 years
ago, Western Australia was importing
flour. To-day our ports are busy shipping
wheat. The ports of Albany, Bunibury, Fre-
mantle, and Garaldton will be taxed to the
uttermost during the next six or eight
months to load wheat ships sent by the
British Government. The 20 million bushels
of wheat we expect to reap this year repre-
sent the result of the work of men mostly
with comparatively little means and very
limited experience settled on the wheat lands
of Western Australia during the past 10 Or
12 years. To multiply the wheat crop
by 10 in 10 years is a great achieve-
ment. But the way out of our difficulties
is to produce, not 20 million bushels,
but 60 million bushels of wheat. When we
do that, our financial troubles will be at an
end.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin: What will you do
in the meantime?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Go on with the work of settlement and de-
velopment. Does the bon. memher suppose
the Government can in a short five months
set straight the troubles caused by the un-
wise spending of huge sums of loan money
during the previous Government's term of
office? It cannot be done in that space of
time. The wealth of the country will not
bea the taxation necessary to provide for

its government and for war expenditure.
If we go on taxing wealth without increas-
ing lproduction, we shall presently be in a
very sorry plight.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The coantry will
be in a sorry plight before the additional
poI)Llation comes.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No. The hion. gentleman has not faith
enough in this country, or in the people
who elect the Government that are to do, the
necessary work.

Hon. W. C. Angwiii: We want facts? not
fiction.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
sam g~iving facts. The hon. member wants to
have a little faith in the country. What is
the position in regard to the south-western
landcs. A great deal of fruit is being wasted
and it is urged that canning factories should
he established. That has been in our minds
for a long time, hut wve have to remember
that fruit growing is spread over a vast area
of this country, and the getting- of it together
is the trouble. What we have to do is to
increase the production in the various
centres and then establish factories close to
where (lhe fruit is grown.

Hion. W. C. Angw in: We had a factory at
Donnybrook once.

The MftM-STER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is there now .I suppose. The increase in the
p)rodLuction of dairy produce, in the number
of stock, as well as in the quantity of fruit,
will help to straighten out the troubles
which my smiling friends opposite have
brought upon this country, .

Hon. 5. Seaddan: What are YOU going to
do about it?

The MJINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members, opposite should face the posi-
tion seriously and help us to get the countryv
out of its present difficulty. Development
munst he faced, and I believe when the war
is over, if the land is subdivided and made
ready for use, and roads, railtkays, and
water supplies are provided, Do place will
offer such attractions to the settler as will
'Western Australia. It has been proved that
we can p~roduce wheat and fruit, and pro-
bably there is no place in the world which
can do better. But our trouble is that we
do not do enough, -and all I am asking the
House is that it should realise the import-
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ance of increasing development. We know
that Australia produces a fourth of the wool
of the world. Unfortunately, however, we
in this State are not doing quite our share
in that regard. It is true that we have more
sheep than South Australia, but let us
develop oar pastoral lands so that we may
increase the production of wool. With regard
to the gold mining industry, I suppose a
good deal can still be done there. Then there
awe the pearling and the timber industries,
both of which wilt come to life again when
the war is over.

Hon. J. Scaddan: How are you going to
bring all this about?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
With the aid of men and money. MIy com-
plaint is against hon. members opposite for
the way in which they spent the money
which they borrowed. There are also second-
ary industries which will come into existence
notwithstanding the heavy handicap which
Federation has thrust upon us. These in-
dustries will grow quietly, and their growth
will be responsible for increased popula-
tion and revenue. I assure the House that
all these things are possible in Western
Australia, and if we have a little faith in
the State it will be possible to do a good
deal. The member for North-East Freman-
tle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) talks about a
national government. Let me remind him
that every effort at the present time is
national. The country will have to demand
of the people that they shiall do their very
best, not only physically but intellectually.
There is waste effort to-day on the part of
many people of the State, and this must not
be allowed to continue.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Tell them what they
have to do; that is what they want to know.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYSt
They must work.

Hon. J1. Seaddan: That is what His Ex-
cellency said to you.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
want to refer to the Industries Assistance
Board.

Hon. P. Collier: And you fixed it all up
in three days.

The INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members object because I fixed it up in
three days.

Ron. W. 0. Angwin: But is it fixed up?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is. I have refrained from criticising the
work of the previous board, but I have been
attacked by the member for Guildford. How-
ever, I do not wish to say much about what
took p~lace before the board passed out of
the control of the three gentlemen who were
running it. That system was wrong; it should
have been in the hands of one person. The
system could not work. Everyone is aware
what the position was before the present
Government took office. At the present time
the general manager of the Industries As-
sistance Board is the manager of the Agri-
cultural Bank, while Mr. Simpson controls
the Industries Department, and Mr. Grogan
has been appointed manager of the bank side
of the board. I found that my predecessor
was endeavouring to run this institution
without any inspectors, and that all the work
was done from Perth. Of course it was im-
posible for the board to know what wvas hap-
pening on the farms. It has been said that I
wrote my instructions in the first three days.
I confess that the matter was of sufficient
importance to engage my attention from the
very moment that I was sworn in. When I
looked through the office I found room after
room littered with books and papers galore.
Everything that was not wanted was there,
but those things which were required were
not in evidence. I had had at opportunity
of discussing what was required with many
people who were concerned, and I knew ex-
actly where to make a commencement. Is it
to my discredit that I was able to write in
the space of three days the instructions that
I desired to have carried out? Is it to my
discredit that I determined the farmers
should not suffer a minute longer? The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle said I did
not consult any member of the board. After
I had my instructions written I called in Mir.
Paterson and Mfr. Morris, and I asked them
to read what I had written with respect to
the reorganisation that I desired to have car-
ried out. Mr. Morris said "Yes, that will
work,'" and so did Mr. Paterson. Hon. mem-
bens will therefore see that I did consult
them.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: Yes, after you wrote
your instructions.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Certainly. The hon. member is disappointed
because my system of reorganisation has
worked so well. This is the time to be iia-
tional in spirit and not petty. I have had
loyal su pport from the staff, all of whom
are good and capable men.

Hon. IV. C. Angwvin: You are aware that
Ihe manager you put there was responsible
for the muddle in the first place.

Tlhe 1.IINJSTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
knowv that hie is responsible for the success-
fuli and economical control of the Industries
Assistance Board, and to him belongs a great
dleal of (lhe credit for the existing position.
The member for Guildford will find a reply
to his charges of extravagance in thie figures
which I intend to (quote. As I have said, I
found the farmers dissatisfied, and I also
found the offices crowded with dissatisfied
mien and women,' and even children. I found
a system wvhich was impracticable and un-
wieldy. It seemed to inc there was no con-
trol: letters remained unanswered and re-
quests for supplies were delayed. The mei-
her for Guildford (Hon. WV. D. Johnson)
levelled against me a charge of inalad-
ministration. He charged me with extrava-
gance in administration. The hon. member
made the statement that the inspectors are
running round the country amongst the
farmers with cheque books, handing out
cheques here and there without any inquiry
at all. In effect he said that the 9s. a day I
am allowing the fanner for his own work is
too much. Notwithstanding that this pay-
nment my asm lie alleges, be too high, I as-
sert now flhal the work will be done, and is
heing done, more economically, that wve shiall
advance less none % than was necessary in
the hon. member's time in control. Members
on I he cross benches who were inundated
with letters of complaint before I took con-
trol do not now r-eceive any complaints,
which shows that the new system works
well. For the six months between February
and July, 191.6. the average monthly expen-
diture of the Board was £1,763. During lay
first six months, from August to January
last, the average monthly expenditure was
£1,188, or a saving of nearly £600 per
month. The appointment of inspectors was
necessary for the dual purpose of protecting
the bank and assisting the farmer. The in-

sp~ecters save the farmer a considerable
amount of trouble. The cost of the inspec-
tors is £.545 a month. The total cost at pres-
ent, including the inspectors, and all other
expenditure, is £1,733, or £30 per month
less than when matters were controlled by
my economical friend oposite. These fig-
ures have been supplied by my officers and
members may accept them as being abso-
lutely correct. Here is the sort of economy
practised under the previous Administration.
Taking incidentals alone, these amounted to,
£489. This figure has dropped month by
month, £272, £269, £269, £200, and in Jn-
uary last, £182. Taking totals, it will be
found tliat wvhereas the figures stood at
E1,521 in September, it was only £1,000 in
January. I mention these because I1 am
compelled to do so. I would raulier not
have discussed the Industries Assistance
Board, but the member for Guiildford comn-
pels me to put up) a defence. Personally, I
do not think any' great good can come of
such discussion. Were it not for the fact
that I have been engaged in straightening
out difficulties which occurred 'before my
lime, it is probable that my figures would
have been better by' from £E200 to £E300. I
will quote a few things which have hap-
petied, wvhich will serve to show members% how
inixed things were. One hundred and twenty
thousand invoices were sent out last year, en-
tuiling a large sum for stamps. Then,
again, the matter of receipts. Because they
mnust have red tape, Form 10 had to he
used; and of these 100,000 were printed for

18 e in the office. And in connection with
the posting of ledgers it frequently hap-
p~ened tlhnt the dales were not in order.
']'here wvould be an entry for January, 1916,
and the next probably for December, 1915;
lprobably the next entry would be for April,
1916, and then hack again to February, 1015,
The result "'as that iu order to make the
necessai-y calculation of interest on the 200
or .300 accounts. 1.50,000 separate calcuha-
lions haed to be made. Anyone who knows
anything of the subject, knows well that that
is not business. Under the new system the
necessary calculations will number less than
3,000, consequent on the better system
adopted. It was not a matter of men, but
of system and policy. During January,
1916, nearly 20,000 letters were sent out,
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costing in stamps no less than £8. In Jan-

uary last this number had been re-
duced to 3,600, or roughly 16,000
letters less in a month, due again to the
system and better management of the de-
partment. With regard to advalnces-the
money which is now paid out to farmers by
inspectors on the spot, in order that the
farmer may work and live in comfort on
his holding-we have the following position:
for the last six months the total was £321,000
or an average of just over £53.000 per
month. For the first six months of 1916,
under the economical administration of my
friend, the member for Guildford, the total
was £C551,000, or an average of' £91,000 Per
month, a difference of £40,000 per month.
I do not claim that this difference may not
be accounted for, hut I do claim this, that
time financial cost under the proper manage-
mnent methods now adopted wvill be much less
than formerly, and further, that the farmer
will have advantages which he previously
could not obtain. It was absolutely neces-
sary to appoint inspectors. not only for the
pur'pose of encouraging production, but also
of helping the farmer. The farmer is helped
in many ways. He has no need now for cor-
respondence with the office at all; hie gets his
supplies promptly, and tile advantage this
is will be realised when it is understood that
the delays of the past cost the farmers of
this State hundreds of thousands of pounds.
The inspectors pay a farmer for the work
he does; himself and also the wages of men
whom he employs. Under the control of the
member for Guildford I know the cae of
one farmer who had to keep a man on for
six weeks before the hoard sent him a cheque
for the man's wages. That money was ab-
solutely lost to the farmer for the reason
that the man was dissatisfied and continually
grumbling. Now the inspectors allow a
farmer £2 per week for every man engaged
upon the farm. There were many strange
happenings uinder former control, hut I
shall not weary the House by recounting all
of them. Let me quote one instance, of a
husband and wife. The husband had 300
acres and his crop returned £257; the wife
got a return of £716 from 400 acres. Of
course, the husband was under the Board,
while the wife was not. Here, too.
is the ease of a settler who was

supplied with 11/ tons of f ertiliser
and given a monthly store account of
£7 4s. which was paid regularly through-
out the year. He had no crop at all, every-
thing was thrown away. Another settler
who enlisted drew his monthly allowance
for seven months after enlistment, without
being on his farm at all. Another settler
who drew his allowance regularly worked
for tile roads board. Something has been
said about 500 farmers who had a consider-
able sumn of money advanced to them and
returned crops worth £64,.000. There is little
reason to wonder ait that, Here is the case
of one mian whbo had 120 acres under crop;
his indebtedness to the board was £641, and
he paid back £147, showing a loss of £500
in one year. How can the farmer OT the
Government either he benefited by such sys-
tent or want of system? Then there were
the 570 farmers referred to by the Premier
who were advanced £235,000. and from
whom the total proceds were only £64,000.
The member for North-East Fremantle
(Eon. W. C. Angwin) asked where the rest
of the money had gone to. It is well known
that fertilisers and other supplies frequently
arrived too late, with the result that the
crops -were. a failure. A. man who got his
fertiliser in June would secure a return of
four or five bushels, whereas others who
got their supplies at the proper time got
15 or 16. All this loss had to be paid for
by someone, and to a large extent it was
paid by the Government. In such circum-
stances, no one benefited and everyone was
I nj)ured.

Mr. Green: If you have discovered these
things since you took office, why have you
not tired the officers responsible?

The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
1 wish members to realise that this has
nothing to do with the officers at present in
charge of this work.

Mr. Green: But are they still in the ser-
vice?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
any case, it was a matter of policy, and the
Policy' of the Government of the day was
that the work should he done in this way.
In those circumstances we cannot blame the
officials. who were merely carrying out the
policy laid down by the 'Minister. I will
quote the eases of a few settlers taken at
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random from the books. The average
monthlly payments last year to these far-
mers was £389; this year, including of course
super, bags, etc., thle average for the first six
months "'as £240 per month, During the
past four mouths it has come down to £206,
or a saving of £30 odd per month. These
farmers have done exceptionally wvell, and
the average cost per acre under tbe present
hoard lhas been very low, In these eases
it has been only U~s. 5d. per acre for wages,
fanrmes, super, and bags. Therefore, the

freshave not been extravagant, even
though under the system they are being iiaid
Os. per (lay. 1. doubt whether any farmers
in tile world could have done better.

Mr. Green: I suppose you cLaim that suc-
cess ztI a result of day labonr.

The MI11NISTER FOR RAU WAYS: I
do not know what tihe result might have
been lad1 they' been under the dlay labour
system. 1. do not need to say very muclh
mnore about. the Indlustries Assistance Board.
Thoogh I could say much, f doubt that any
good result would follow fromn my saying
it. I could instance many i rregualari ties, a
good many cases in which, owing to the
poliey of the Government, the farmers have
lost a great deal of money. Reference has
been made to the fact that the millers of
the State paid £1,845 to the farmers in. con-
neetion with wheat. When I instituted in-
quiries on this point I was told that this
money had been taken into account when the
price of -,vhea t was fixed. I found that £5,600
profit had been made by the board on seed
wheat. sold to thme farmers, and I suppose
we may say this £1,84.5 is included in the
amount. Another question raised is the
purchase of horses. I find that 410 were
purchased and sold to farmers at an aver-
age profit of £2 10s. 1 do not know that
this is quite the correct way for the Gov-
ernment to assist the farmer. So far as I
am personally concerned, I ami prepared to
say it is rnot. To-day we get five per cent.
discount for machinery purchases, amount-
ing to about £4,000 this year. Every penny
of it will be credited to the farmers. An
attempt was made to persuade my friends
on the Government cross-benches that we
had not helped them when we reduced the
fertiliser freights. Rut it is clear to any
man that this reduction represents an ad-

vantage of £32,000, or taken in conjunction
with the repeal of the terminal charges, no
less a sum than £C58,000. The member for
Guildford told the House the other day that
his Government had not hurt the farmer
out-back -when they increased the freights.
As a matter of fact, it is clear that the man
at Bruce Rock was made to pay 6s. 3d. per
ton more for his freight than he had to pay
in 1911. Yet the hon. member asked us to
believe that the reduction we made was made
in the interests of the farmers around Nor-
tham, who in reality have saved 4s. 2d. a ton
as against 6s. 3d. saving to the Bruce Rock
farmer. Admittedly thle great thing is to
get low freight on bulk goods, such as hay
and wheat. The freight reduction on wheat
to the furmer at Nyabing would mean this
year a saving of £12 and to'the same farmer
the reduction in fertiliser freight and the
repeal of the terminal charge would repre-
sent £8S 12s. 6d. If we take the increased
charges to the farmer at Nyabing, we find
that, assuming lie gets his stuff from Albany
as lie should do. lie pays, not 7s. 9d. as the
hon. member said,' bitt something like 4s. 9d.
per ton increased Freight. In any ease,

it he~gt1 oso goods hie would still be
several p)ounds in pocket by the movement
in freighit since we have been in office. Some-
thing has been said about increased fares.
The highest increase is 2d. single and 4d.
for the double journey.

Hon. P. Collier: It represents 50 per cent.
increase in the suburban area.

The MtiINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
mnember for Guildford endeavoured to make
tlie farmers believe that the whole burden
of the increased rates was on them. 'The
hon. member also made a violent attack on
ine on the score of extravagance in the
Lands Department, and told the House to
take no notice of any figuires I might pro-
duce. In 1910-11,' when T had surveyed
3,200,000 acres, my total expenses in the
Lands Department amounted to £153,000.
The late Government surveyed nearly 200,-
000 acres les;s than did II, notwithstanding
which their expenses were £40,000 greater.
Then we find that under the late Govern-
ment, when the snrveys had fallen to 1 ,40 0,r
000 acres, the expenses were very nearly
equal to those in my year. I mention this
to show how reckless was the hon. member's
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statement. I contend that every department
administered by mne during the six years I
was in office wvas economically managed.
The bon. member had a great deal to say
about wheat, and he gallantly defended Mir.
Sutton, quite oblivious to the fact that Mr.
Sutton had not been atttacked. It is true
that Air. Sutton was managing the wheat
scheme for the bon. member. But the far-
mers wanted Mr. Sutton back at his legiti-
mate work, and the M'inister for L.ands, and
Cabinet, decided that Mr. Sutton must go
back to his work. Alr. Sutton is invaluable
at his own work. It is quite possible that
lie can influence the crops of the State to
an extent that will mean a quarter of a mil-
lion to the farmers. Mr. Sutton controls a
vast industry, and a little work by him may
liuve very far-reaching results. tlr. Sutton
has been here for over six years, and during'
that time has been engaged in all sorts of
thins. Whenever the late Government
wanted a report or were in need of a man-
ager, it was Mr. Sutton who was put on to
the business. Now, in the interests of the
country, 'Mr. Sutton has been rightly asked
to take up his proper duties. The lion. mem-
her also said that the committee who ad-
vise under this scheme was not consulted,
and he endeavoured to make it appear that
that committee nmages this scheme. As
a matter of fact, those gentlemen meet once
a fortnight and discuss matters pertaining
to the scheme, but they are in no sense its
managers. Howv could so great a scheme
be managed by a number of gentlemen
meeting once a fortnig-ht? I have fre-
quently sought the advice of this committee
and in every instanice I have received good
advice and have taken advantage of it. I
have not found occasion to differ fromn the
committee at all. Yet, wve are told that I
have treated the committee in cavalier
fashion. This great scheme demands con-
tinuous management day by day, hour by
hour, almost minute by minute. Under the
old scheme my friendl had fifteen million
bushels of wheat to deal with. Under the
new scheme we had six million bushels in
band, and now we have something like
twenty million bushels of new wheat. Yet
I amn told it is a sort of penny-ini-the-slot
business, practically managing itself. The
hon. member himself declared that there

were many stacks in the country not well
caed for. How could it be otherwise, see-
ing that there was no staff to control those
who bandied the wheat? The scheme de-
niands experienced management, and I have
exactly that in Air. Sibbald. Even the bon.
member himself will admit that no man is
more capable than Mr. Sibbald of managing
this scheme. We have had to appoint a
couple of additional inspectors to protect
the farmers against waste, but I doubt if
the added cost to the scheme will represent
one-fiftieth of a penny per bushel. The
membher for Guildford said that his costs

wee100 per cent. below mine. I do not
knowv what his costs were, but if they were
100 per cent, less than the costs to-day, they
could not have been anything at all. The
lion, member discussed the millers' agree-
meat. He himself made this agreement
wvith the m~illers. Until I read the evidence
adduced before the select committee, I had
the idea that the hon. member regarded him-
self as an innocent trapped. I find that the
wvhole matter of the agreement was discussed
with him, and that practically he alone dis-
cussed it wvith the millers. I doubt whether
the board was ever consulted, or whether
Mr. Sutton was consulted. Tndeed, Mr.
Sutton was not here to be consulted when
the details wvere arranged. Mr. Sayer. in
his evidence before the select committee, said
that he had put into the agreement exactly
what he was told to put into it. If the
hon. member will confess that lie read that
clause without having his suspicions aroused,
I have no hesitation in saying- that he
should not have been a Minister of the
Crown. The clause reads as follows:-

The agent may acquire such wheat from
the Minister for his own legitimate re-
quirements at the current rate as fixed by
the State Wheat Marketing Committee,
bitt such price shall be subject to adjust-
ment on the ultimate realisation of the
harvest, to a Price cont to such rate per
bushel as is receivable by the farmer un-
der this scheme.

Tn other words, if the miller, having put his
wheat into the scheme and got his 3s.
advanced against it. takes it out at
5s. id. to grist; and if the farms's
get 4s. 2d. at the siding, the miller
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will get a refund representing the difference
between 5s. Id. and 4s. 2d. That is absolutely
definite and clear, and the arrangement was
made largely by the then Minister. Now
the bon. member says that he was trapped,
and we must believe him. But I say he was
a jolly innocent man if his suspicions were
not aroused. The millers had sold Dlour for
export, and that flour was covered by about
33,000 bags of wheat. Someone said that
the millers held 150,000 bags of wheat on
which they received this enormous advantage
over the farmer. But it turned out that
they held 340,000 bags of wheat, and there
was nothing in the arrangement to say that
they should stop buying. Apparently they
had an unlimited right to buy. At any rate
no attempt was made to check the actual
quantities; the millers were to send in their
returns. It was not until two months after-
wards that any attempt 'was made to cheek
the quantities. And they drew money from
the pool on their own certificates. Of course,
the millers, in their negotiations with the
then Minister, made the best possible bar-
gain for themselves. The hon. member has
asked what I am doing about it. I am doing
all that I can. I have gone into the matter,
and I intend to go still further into it. The
millers got E165,000 from the pool. Under
the -arrangement they have not to pay
interest on that, for the payment of
the interest will fall upon the farm-
ers. Indeed, the millers pay no part
of the pool charges except railway
freight, and they take 1%4d. per bushel for
receiving their own wheat into the mill.
I do not know how much of this the farmers
will lose in the end, but I think they will
lose a very considerable portion of it. That,
however, is what the agreement provides. I
suppose hon. members will agree with me
thant if we had had business men managing
the wheat pool this £4,000 would hiave been
saved to the pool. The acquiring agree-
ment, too, is fairly favourable to the agents.
Under this pool the wheat will be worth
altogether six million pounds, that is the
26 million bushels that will have to be
handled and shipped, and that which will
be turned into flour, because we intend to
ship about 7,000 tons of flour per month.
Bon. members who are interested in the

quest for bran and p)ollard will be made
glad to know that something over 4,000 ions
of bran and pollard will ine made available
per month to the people of the State, This
schieme i s being most cheaply managed. I
intend td see that the waste of last year shall
not go on this year, and that there shall be
no loss of money which can be avoided.
Some waste and loss there must be. WVhen
it is remembered that there are 000,000
grains of wvleat in every bushel and 20 odd
million bushels concerned, it is easy to gee
how careful one must be in watching this
work. The pool is being managed well now
and the farmers will reap the full benefit
of it. A good deal of work has been done
in connection with the soldier settlement
scheme which was touched up)onlto-night.
The late Government arranged with the
Federal authorities and the Governments
of the other States to join in the work. A
meeting was held in Melbourne and the
mlembler for Guildford (Hon. W". D. John-
son) attended the conference there. He
very rightly and properly said that Western
Australia would take a considerable number
of soldiers and settle them upon the land. I
think hie mentioned 14,000 soldiers. lie put
tip a good, bold scheme, and it was arranged
that we were to get the money for the puir-
pose. Months followed months, however,
and not a tap was done either by the bon.
mnember or his Government to further the
object. We were then required to submit a
scheme to the Prime Minister and Ministers
representing the other States, who sat in
Melbourne during January of this year.
That scheme was submitted and approved
by the Prime Minister, and funds are now
available. The idea is that the Lands De-
partment shall set aside and survey tile very
best land available in the State for our
soldier settlers. It will readily be agreed
that nothing but the best of land should be
set aside for the purpose. When the Lands
Department has found the land, it will hand
it over to the Agricultural Bank authorities
who will effect the improvements. The idea
is to improve this land. The lands will he
largely in the South-West, although when-
ever wheat lands are wanted they will be
made available. The farms will, generally
speaking, be made in the South-West. It
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is proposed to set aside farms of from SO to
160 acres in the very pick of our land. It
is intended to fence the buldiags and erect a
cottage upon each and other necessary
buildings, and to clear about 20 acres ahead
of settlement. Having done that, and
settled the soldier upon the land, it will be
necessary to give him a contract under the
Agricultural Bank system to effect further
improvements. This money will be repaid
by the soldier settler just as it would he by
any other settler, the only difference being
that hie wtill pay interest at a tow rate, down
to 31z per cent. in the early years. The
difference between 31/2 per cent. and the
amount the State will have to pay for the
money will represent a loss, and part of
this will be borne by the Federal authori-
ties and part by the State Government, The
soldier settlers will be controlled by the in-
.spectors, just as the assisted farmers are
to-day. In other words, we should have
inspectors controlling the farmers, giving
them advice and help, and patying them
mionth by mionth for any work they do
under the Azieuhtural Hank system. It
must be realised that, of course, there must
he sontic delay before they get off their
first crop. They will, therefore, be allowed
to earn somnething in addition to this. fIn
the South-West 20 acres of land well worked,
in that portion of the country down below
Bidgetown, will enable a farmier to pro-
,duce such cr01-s as potatoes and to do sonic
dairying. It is found that 40 acres of cleared
land in that district will make a v'ery line
holding indeed.

Mr. O'Loghlcn: I hope they will have a
better market for their fruit than is to be
found this year.

The MNINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is to be hoped they will have, it is not
proposed, however, that they should grow
fruit on the first 20 acres. I't will be found
that many people are doing rnarvellously
well on vecry small areas in that part of
the State. If hon. members will visit a farm
near Torbay. about 30 miles from Albany,
they will meet a farmer who has been cul-
tivnting 40 acres for a long time. He has
five acres tinder orchard, 10 acres under
English grasses, five acres each year under
potatoes, and the rest tinder mixed crops.
He told me lie was getting about £40 for

his crops and that apart from the expense
of fertilisci's his costs were but little. In
thle Eastern States ] found that dairy far-
iners on small -areas of from 20 acres to
160 acres were doing very well indeed. The
land 1 san' was not equal to the land in the
south-west of this State, but it was bring-
in- front £20 to £:40 an acre.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Where was thatI
The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: At

Lilydale, and between that place and 'Mel-
bourne.

Mr. Green: Why, it is the best land in
Austral ia.

The VMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
had no opportunity of going further afield
than Lilydale.

Mr. Lambert: You wouild not draw a
Fair comparison between Lilydale land and
somte of the South-West land.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:I
think that much of the land in the South-
West is very much better than tfie Lilyd ale
land. The people are living well there. I
visited a dairy farm of 160 acres, but I
found that the owner was away in his motor
ear. He was living in at comfortable house.
What can be dlone in Victoria can be done
in Western Australia. I think that the sol-
dier settlers are going to help us settle this
great problem of dairy production in the
South-W est. At Lilydale the people live
almost altogether upon their cows. The
inspector "'ho took tic out to the district
from 'Melbourne had been inspector in
charge of the Lilydale district. He said,
"You would imagine you were in Ireland
when you get to this district, for every far-
mer has his hunter."

Mr. Foley: They are nearly all Scotch
around Lil vrale.

Thle MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
mention this to show that the dairy farmers
there are on small holdings, that they do
live in comfort, and enjoy life. I suppose
very few of uts have seen much of the South-
west of this State. A good many of us
criticise it without knowing much about it.
It is beautiful country and a grest deal of
it is first class land and can be puit to good
use by the soldier settlers. We are gointr
to give the men this land in holdings of 1111

to '160 acres, and I hope that in a few 'years'
time. when the dairying industry is opened
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up and intense culture is practised, the land
will realise a value equial to the best value
to he found in Victoria. 1 do not see why
our' faninin~g areas should not do very much
lbetler than those in Victoria, at any rate
for the first few years, because we have
to buy our bacon, our butter and milk
and tea,. and dairy produce from Vic-
toria, which means a fairly high freight
to be added on to the price of these com-
modities. Because of the fact that these
goods have to be brought over from Vic-
toria, and that there are two or three
profits to be made out of them, if we grow
them here we should do very well out of
them. The leader of the Opposition did
not make out a very strong case in sup-
port of his motion. I do not know whom
we ought to blame for it. 10 is at all events
very comprehensive, and must have been
drafted at a big party meeting and everyone
there must have added a word or two.

The Premier: It does not say mach for
the party.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
They say we have a lack of initiative and
ability in the administration of the affairs
of this country.

Mr. Thomas: Your own supporters' papers
may so.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS:
They say that we have abandoned the prin-
ciples of responsible Government. I yen-
hire to say that the country was never so
prosperous as it was in 1911. It is per-
fectly true that the farmers for these last
years of our Government were very pros-
permus, and happy and cheerful. They had
plenty of hope and something to look for-
ward to. It is also a fact that they have
never been so comfortable since, until-

Mr. Thomas: Quite recently.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Quite recently. We took over the Treasury
benches on the 29th July last, and I believe
the farmers began to feel prosperous on the
1st August. The farmers have never had
a better time than they have had since the
1st August, and have -never been in such
comfortable circumstances.

Mr. Holman - What do you put that down

The JMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
To good administration. and faith in the
Giovernment of the coun try.

Air. Holmnan: Your colleagues say they
have had no time in which to go into mat-
ters.

rrhl A1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We have had time to effect that change, at
any rate. If we are given an opportunity
the broad acres of the fariners will assume
again Ihe value which they had before the
days of the Labour Administration. That
Administration knocked the bottom out of
the industry by destroying values. They
made securities worth nothing. They dam-
aged the farmier with out benefiting anyone.
Before their days the land represented some
security. When a fanner took it to any'
financial institution or any merchant, he
could get credit Upon it. By false methods,
not viciously Undertaken, and by lack of
knowledge and experience, the Labour Gov-
ernment destroyed absolutely the value in
our C.P. leases.

Hon. T?. Walker: Had not the drought
something to do with that?

The MiNISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This was before the drought. They destroyed
credit. No one would take a lease as secr-
ity, or lend money on it. The hon. member
says that the drought had something to do
with it. Of course the drought had some-
thing to do with it, hut our farmers will
rise superior to a drought or two. They
have done so in the past. That is not the
point at all. It was a question of deliber-
ately, not viciously, damaging the security
of the farmers. Every acre held by our
farmers and agriculturists should be made
the best security possible.

Hon. T. Walker: You are doing that for
Esperane, are you not?

Mr. Green: You dropped your policy
there.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think I will leave the lbon member to talk
for Esperanee. If we want our country
to develop, our lands must represent good
security. We must give the people some
security of tenure, something they can take
to a financial house and borrow money
against, so that they may provide themselves
with stock, effect improvements, and supply
themselves with water, etc. We must allow
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them to employ labour and improve their
holdings. The men who take 'up these lands
are not millionaires. It takes money to de-
velop our broad acres, and we must allow
people to borrow. Every producing country
is a borrowing country, especially one which
has only one crop of wool or wheat
in tIhe year. It will take at least 1 /
millions to put in the next crop. Soame-
one has to find that money and the people
who hold these lands have to borrow. lIt is
for the House to see that the security of our
broad acres is maintained. The regulation
of the late Government affecting landed
securities struck a heavy blow at the inter-
ests of the whole people. With regard to
financial assistance to the agricultural in-
dustry, it is true that a sum of three nil-
lions has been advanced to the farmer in
ten years; but during those ten years the
farmer has created assets worth 30 millions.
At one swoop the late Government destroyed
the security of many farmers. There is no
country in the world but would be in trouble
tinder such reckless administration.

The Premier: It was ignorance, largely.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If

it were not for its wheat and wool, where
would Western Australia be to-day, and
where would the worker he?

Hon. T. Walker: How about your argu-
ment as to expending money extravagantly?
It was spent for the beneft of the country.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There we are again. Where would the coun-
try be to-day but for its -wheat?

Ron. P. Collier: We spent so much money
developing the agricultural industry and
constructing railways and harbours all over
the country.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Without our wheat and our woo) to-day,
there would be nothing in Western Austra-
lia for anyone to do or for the people to live
on. There will be eight months' solid work
for the lumpers at Fremantle and Bunbury
and Albany because of the agricultural de-
velopment promoted by the previous Liberal
Government.

Ron. T. Walker: Out of the 15 millions
we borrowed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member's Government did not
build -so many agricultural railways after

all. One thousand miles in five years does
not constitute a record for Western Aus-
tralia. The previous Liberal Government
were building at a better rate when borrow-
ing 1',4 millions annually, as against the
five millions borrowed annually by the last
Government. If there were assets for the
15 millions spent by the previous Govern-
ment , assets earningo interest and sinking
fund? no one would have a word to say
against the last Administration on that
score. But the assets are not there, and now
hon. members opposite move a vote of want
of confidence in the Government because, by
reason of the reckess expenditure of the
previous Administration, -we cannot imme-
diately set things right. Let those boa.
members he fair, let them admit their errors,
let them admit that the trouble is of their
creation and not due to the men who have
just assumed office.

Hon. T. Walker: Admit your own misre-
presentations.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am always careful to avoid misrepresenita-
tion, and I have been specially careful to-
night. Here is the situation, and one can-
not get away from it-the money is gone,
and has to he repaid by taxation. I warn
the House again that the wealth of the
country will not bear the taxation necessary
to meet this enormous charge year after
year. It will have to be met by increased
production; and I call on every hon. mem-
ber to help the Government to achieve that
end. In this time of stress and trouble, let
us get rid of doubt. Let us get to work. Let
us be national--since that is the cry. Just
as our men at the Front are helping to
achieve victory over the enemy, so let us
here help to achieve victory over nature.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why do you not go on
with your programme?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
What are we going to do now?

'Mr. Green: You should resign.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Let us not have this waste of time in sense-
less criticism and no-confidence motions.
The country can be helped out of its
troubles, and will be helped out of them.

Mr. Underwood: You will be out of office
before then.
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The MIHNISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The eiountry hals to be developed now, be-
cause of the reckless extravagance of boa.
members opposite. It has to be developed
in order to pay its way; and that may
'rove some compensation for the reckless-

ness of the past Government. I hope the
motion will be rejected, as it deserves to be
rejected. No doubt the voting will be on
strict party lines.

Hon. P. Collier: How is the new indepen-
dlent lparty going to vote?

The MININISTER. FOR RAILWAYS:
The Government wvill steer the ship of State
into a9 safe harbour. They will bring back
prosperity. They wvill prepare for the home-
coining of our soldiers, which lion, members
opposite cannot do. What did the previous
Government do in that direction!

2ti-. O'Loghlen : What have you done in
six months?7

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
In January we got instructions to go ahead,
and we are going ahead. We will make
work plentif ul if we are given the chance.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You are closing down
works, instead.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Had not this war occurred, the greatest
unemployed difficulty ever known in Aus-
tralia would have come about in this numer-
ically small State. The year 1915 would
have seen such anl unemployed difficulty as
the late Government could fiot have faced, as
wvould have forced them to leave office. We
must secure popul~ation, and encourage the
people in their activities.

lion. T. Walker: In order to do that, 'ye
must get rid of you.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Notwithstanding the remarks of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin), the people are ready and will-
ing- -

Mr. O'Loghlen: To deal with you.
The AIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If

the hon. member interjecting gets justice
done to him lie will not think much of it.

Mr. O'Loghllen: I will take the risk.
The MNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T

personally have no fear of an appeal to the
people. I am a democrat, and that is more
than lion. members opposite can say. Not-
wvithistanding this hostile motion, we shall

be in office long enough to bring hack pros-
jperity to the State. When we have done
that, and have added another 100,000 or
'200,000 to the population, hon. members op-
posite may have aa opportunity by persist-
ent misrepresentation to turn us out of
office. But that time has not come yet. Honl.
members opposite dto not really think that
if there is a general election they will get
back to tile Treasury bench. I regret the
notion has been moved at this stage. There
are much better thlings to dto than to discuss
this motion, wvhiclh can have only one result.
Hon. members opp-osite know they cannot
carry it. Let me just refer to the charge
of hanging on to office.

Mr. O'toghlen: What about last week's
happenings?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There i s no sincerity in that charge. Hon.
mnenmhers opposite carried on the govern-
ment of the country for eight months when
they were in a minority. They would not
give Parliament a chance during all that
time, but kept right away from their mas-
ters, still spending money recklessly, induig-
in- in State tradingin the purchase of
steamers, and so forth, hehaving just as if
they had a majority behind them. They pur-
sued that course for eight months; and now
they say to Us, "Go to the country, leave the
Treasury benches! " When the test comes,
thley% will regret it.

lMv. THOMAS (Bunbury) £8.56]: In the
weary waste of words to which the lion.
grentlemian has treated thle House, I have
been able to grasp just one point on which
it is possible to haong, anl 2rgunint. The
\linister for Railways' said that the present
Government had restored coniiice to the
country. In order to do that, they would
hlave to restore, first of all, the confidence of
their own followers. And yet wve have such
anl exhibition as was recently given in c hat
widely-circulated publication controlled by
tile member for North Perth (MVr. Smith).
which told the Government supporte-I by-
that hon. member to "get on or get out..'
That publication informed Ministers that
they had made a failure of ever 'ything, they
touched. Further, there was the sp~ectacle
of the Colonial Secretary journeying all
the way to Wagin for the purpose of per-
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sunding one lion. member to stick to tile
old ship a day or two longer. And in the
face of these things we are told that the
present Government have restored confi-
dence to the country. it is, in fact, the
eommon talk of thle people in the street
that Parliament House has been concerted
into a place of ridicule, that Parliament
House has been made the laughing-stock of
Western Australia.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect on the House.

Hon. P. Collic'r: The hon. member (lid not
reflect on the House. He said the people
were saying these things.

Mr. THOMAS: I1 accept your ruling on
thle Ipoint, M1r. Speaker; but T am reminded
of an anecdote of thle famous London come-
dian, Little Tich. He was taken to the
British House of Commons, and after he
had listened to the proceedings for an hour
or two, hie was asked "what he thought of
it." His reply was that it was all right,
but that it would be better if they had a
piano there. I have conjured up to myself
the vision of a piano in thle midst of this
Chamber, with the Minister for Railways in
burnt cork playing away, and the Attorney
General sitting in the middle as interlocutor.
No doubt the proceedings would be highly
interesting, and possibly they might prove
more instructive than under present condi-
tions. To proceed with my examination
of the arguments of the Mlinister for Rail-
ways as to the restoration of confidence: so
effectually have the Government restored
public confidence in themselves that we are
told onl the best of authority-I do not
think Ministers themselves will dispute this
-that the Premier has been ordered by
his own followers to throw overboard his
financial proposals. So subservient has the
hon. gentleman become to the wishes of
those who are keeping him in his well paid
position, that he has obeyed this order. He
reminds me of a Parliamentary candidate at
Albany who-it is related- conluded his
speech by saying, "Ladies and gentlemen,
these are ray principles; if you don't like
them, I can alter them." The Premier intro-
duced his finaincial proposals, his taxation
Bills, and other things; and when the first
puff of adverse wind came along he said,
"These are my proposals, but if my fol-

lowers do not like them I can easily alter
thema." It reminds me of the time when Sir
G eorge Reid was Prime Minister of the Com-
mon-wealth, and he had been doing, some-
thing rather worse than usual. A eattoon
appeared in the BnUeifn showing that th -e
Right Hon. gentleman had taken off his
list, collar and tie, boots, coat and waist-
coat each garment spread around him on
the pround being labelled "Principle." The
last scene of all was his valet asking him
whether lie would take his shirt off as well1,
and Sir George Reid replied, " Yes, take
that off-, too, because I am going to have a
gay time."

The Minister for Works: What is the
weaningo of that?

Mr. THOMAUS: It means that the Gov-
erninent's principles are going to be scat-
tered to the wind, and they are going to
hang- on to office by their eyebrows and have
a giddy time, though the country may suffer
in tile process. One of the greatest sins of
commission, so tar as the Government are
concerned, apart from financial blunders, is
thle attempt they made to foist the Trading
Concerns Bill on this House, and I lay at
the ([oor of the Minister for Works the
hlanie for that. Notwithstanding the fact
that tie endeavoured by a subterfuge to
foist the Bill on to the House as the pro-
duct of some of his officers, the cat has been
let out of the bag that the hon. member pre-
pared thle objectionable clauses himself,
those clauses -whereby he sought to deprive
the people of Western Australia of their
dearly--won liberties, the highest privilege
they have in this land,' adult suffrage. The
Government talk about having restored con-
fidence; if they thought for one moment that
they held the confidence of the country,
would they endeavour to introduce a Bill
to this House which would have the effect
of depriving the Labour party for all time
from carrying one of the planks of their
platform into effect.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would they do what they
did last week if they thought they had the
confidence of the country?

MY. THOMHAS: I do0 not supplose they
wvould.

Mr. Nairn:- What do you refer to?
.%r. O'Leghlen: Many things.

1821



1522 A SSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMAS: The people of Western
Australia realise that an attempt has been
made by the present Government in this
Chamber and by the Minister for Works to
tamper with their liberties, and no matter
what else they may forget, the people will be
slow to forget the action the Government
took recently in connection with the Trad-
ing Concerns Bill. Hon. members are sent
to this House to protect time honoured
rights and privileges, but the Minister for
Works in introducing a Bill which would
deprive the Chamber of the right of startin g
any trading concern, a right which it has
possessed for the past 20 years-

The Minister for Works: It never had the
right.

M1r. THOMAS: It has had the right and
privilege for 20 years, but the Bill which
the lion, member introduced meant that the
whole of the adult voters in Western Aus-
tralia would be powerless to carry into
effect their wishes, no matter what they
might be, and by the reactionary conduct of
thie M-inister for Works, before a majority
of the electors could do anything the ap-
proval of another Chamber would have to
be obtained. Not content -with all the
boasted confidence they have in the country,
the Government want tio entrench themselves
still further behind the property Chamher in
order that they might hold what they have
to-dayv. If the Government did not fear the
people they would not be perpetrating
these tricks.

The Minister for Works: Why do yovL
not alter the Constitution?

M.THOMAS: If the hion. member had
the spirit lie professes to have, he would go,
to the country.

The Minister for Works: You know that
you do not want to go yourself?

Mr. THOMAS: I have no ambition for
an election, less possibly than any other
member, but I am sent here to guard the
interests of Western Australia, and what-
ever my personal convictions may be I shiall
fight so long as I have the power to hurl
members opposite from office so that the
sovereign will of the people may be ex-
pressed and that those hon. members may
once more be relegated to the coo1 shades
of opposition. We heard that the Govern-

ment were making great preparations with
regard to repatriation.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They have entrenched
themselves.

Mr. THOMAS: They are beginning to
understand something of warfare because
they are gettting into their dug-outs. It
would be reasonable to anticipate, when the
leader of the Government has been talking
about national politics, that the question of
the repatriation of our soldiers, and pro-
viding for the men w'ho are bearing the
brunt of battle in the firing line to-day, the
Government would at least give Parliament
anl opportunity of discussing those prob-
lems: so that a word might be put in from
every side of the Chamber as to the best
means of doin g something for those who
have done so much for Western A'ustralia.
Yet even to the extent of the rights of
soldiers fighting at the Front, the Govern-
ment want to make the matter a party one,
and whatever they propose to do is going
to be done after they have crawled into re-
cess, after they have succeeded in getting
through this session as quickly as possible
by throwing overboard everything that
might cause them trouble. Only then do
they propose at their Cabinet meetings to
decide what is to be done for the soldiers of
Western Australia. One would imagine
that the members of the Ministry were the
only individuals in the State who had an
interest in the returned soldiers. The mat-
ter is SO Vital, SO pre-eminently important to
Western Australia, that it should have been
discussed in the early days of the present
session, and it should have received the
fullest and profoundest consideration be-
cause, no matter what Western Australia
may do in the days that are to come, no
gratitude we can express and no favours we
can extend will ever repay those men for
what they have done for Western Australia.
It would have becn to the credit of the Gov-
ernment if they had given Parliament a
chance to deal with this problem which is so
near to our hearts. The people of West-
ern Australia are longing to show some
generous appreciation of those noble fel-
lows who have fou 'ght for us. On the floor
of this House there should be a free diis-
cussion as to what is best for their welfare,

1822



[20 FEBRUARY, 1917.-)

and whatever scheme of land settlement is
to be offered to them, I would like to see it
on filie miost generous scale that can pos-
sibly be conceived, so that those who decide
to embark on land settlement shall have
their future secured. It would he a credit
to Western Australia if those who have
fought for us knew that in their hour of
trouble and need the State was going to
stalnd by them- But are we going to do
that? WVe are going to have a proposal
which will be fathered by six members of a
Mlinistry, and there will be some scheme
about which there will be said some day,
"You Labour fellows did nothing to help
the returned soldiers." I suppose when the
repatriation of our soldiers is effected the
breezy optimist from Northam will claim all
the honour that can come from whatever
has been accomplished. I appeal to hon.
members on the 'Ministerial front bench who
have heen courteous enough to listcn to me
to seize the opportunity before it is too late
to pla9ce their proposals before ParliamntL

Alr. ()'Loghlen: And seek salvation.

Aler. THOMAS: Yes, here is the penitent
form. There is still hope for the Minister
for Works if lie will come to the penitent
formi of the House, confess his sins, and
promis~e good conduct for the future. I had
the pleasure of hearing a great portion of
the Premier's reply to the charges made
against rini by the leader of the Opposition
and by the member for Guildford, and I
also had the pleasure of hearing his under-
s~tudy, thle leader of the Country party, ex-
plain the deficit. The leader of the Country
party said that all the troubles of the pre-
sent Governmeut were due to the muddle
which existed before they camne into office.
If the present Treasurer is such a heaven-
born financier,' if lie is the Napoleon of
finance hie would have the country believe
he is, why did he deceive the people by
telling them thast he could square the ledger
and stop financial drift and bring back
prosperity ? A P f£1,0

Ron. .1. Scaddan: Adeficitof61,0
in seven months.

'Mr. THOMAS: Why does not the Pre-
mier give some evidence of his capacity?
And what has the Attorney General done?
'His sole accomplishment bas been to pro-

[67]

wise, as the Sunday Times says, a round
table conference on mining matters in order
that the people interested in the industry
mnight have a chance of expressing their
views. Seven weary months have passed
and the Attorney General is still meditat-
ing in his tired fashion as to when the time
will come that he will give the people an
opportunity of expressing that opinion.
Nothing has been done. The excuses which
have been offered by the Premier are old
and hoary; they have grown whiskers and
are toothless. During the past seven months
the present Government have put up an
Australian record, because, so far as I can
ascertain, no Treasurer has ever accumu-
lated a deficit at the same rate as has been
done by the man who praises himself so
muchi.

The Minister for Works: Your chickens
are coming home to roost.

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member who
.now leads the Opposition in nearly five
years was responsible for a deficit of
£1,400,000.

Air. Nairn: He started off scratch.
IMkr. V unsie:. No-. he began with a deficit

of £83,000.
'Mr. George: The Liberals went out with a

£30,000 credit.
Mr. Taylor:- They did not, and you know

it.

Mlr. THOMAS: The present leader of

the Opposition. going through a period of
strife and trouble, in nearly five years acco-
miutated a deficit of a million and a quarter,
but the men who cried to the country of
their business acumen, and their power to
show a judgment superior to that of those
Labour fellows and whose training ac-cur-
ately fitted them for the job, the men who
wvere going to bring about prosperity, have
in seven months done allmost half as much in
the way of creating a deficit as the leader
of the Opposition was able to dii in five
years.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
kind.

The Attorney General: We have had to
spend most of our time in Parliament.

Hon. J. Scaddan: He is arranging to go
into conference.
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Mr. THOMAS: 1 thought it might be he
was arranging the mining conferenee. I
am satisfied we have given the Government
a fair trial extending over seven months,
and they have been seven months of depres-
sion and failure. The Treasurer's whole life
has been a record of failure, and the hero
of a thousand failures has achieved yet
another success as a failure.

The Minister for Works: You have a right
to talk about life-long failures; what about
your own?7

Mr. THOMAS: My life has been satis-
factory so far as I am concerned. 1 have
had a good time and am rather enjoying
myself at the present moment. I have no-
thing to complain of. We also heard a
great deal from the members of the present
Glovernment when in Opposition about the
nefarious secret contracts of the Labour
Government.

The Minister for Works: What about the
Ministers who resigned and nearly broke tip
your party over the Nevanas affair?

Mr. THOMAS: When did any of the
Mlinisters resign?

The Minister for Works: There is one of
them (Mir. Collier).

Hon. J. Scaddan: Did one of your Min-
isters resign recently? Answer that.

Mr. THOMAS: The leader of the Oppos-
ition evidently knows something about the
present Ministers.

Hon. .1. Scaddan: I do. I know that one
of them threatened to resign not so long
ago.

Mr. THOMAS: This question is one
of interest particularly to my bon. friend
who interjects so much (The Minister for
Works). He is always harping on the ques-
tion of secret contracts, that the Labour
Government trailed the honour of the coun-
try in the dust, that when in office they did
all sorts of things which were a disgrace to
Parliamentary Governmwent I assert that
no other Government administered the
affairs of this country more honourably
than that Government, the members of which
now sit in opposition. But what do we find
now? Shortly after the present Govern-
ment came into power, they themselves, not-
withstanding their loud-mouthed abuse of
whet the previous Government had done,

entered into a secret contract with Messrs.
Emanuel Bros., for the purchase of 14,000
head of eat tie. And in connection with that
contract we find that the show -was put away
by one of their own supporters in another
place. That supporter, after endeavouring
to get the Government to rectify their blun-
der which they foolishly refused to do, laid
clearly and distinctly before the people of
this State the terms of a secret contract
which had been perpetrated by the very
people who are always howling against
secret contracts.

The Minister for Works: That statement
has been blown out long ago. Why not
give us the truth?

-%-r. THOMAS: For the information of
the Minister I may say I never speak on
the floor of the House anything I do not
honestly believe.

The Minister for Works: Then you are
talking about something you know nothing
at all about,

NMr. THOMAS: On the contrary, I am
speaking of something which I thoroughly
understand. One of the most lamentable
and regrettable incidents of the whole pro-
cedure was-and I am accepting the state-
ment of Mr. Holmes-that after he had
given the details of this contract to the
Chamber and the people of Western Aus-
tralia he had just walked out into the cor-
ridor when a man representing the Govern-
ment offered to buy 500 or 1,000 head of
cattle from him on the same terms and con-
ditions they had previously offered for the
14,000 head purchased from Emanuel Bros.
This was done, notwithstanding the fact they
were not in a position to ship the cattle.
They would give Holmes Bros. no chance
for a contract prior to this, hut -when the
matter had been exposed to the public of
Western Australia and they saw the Gov-
ernmwent in danger, they sought to buy this
man off. That was a most disgraceful pro-
pose]. It is scarcely believable that in West-
ern Australia to-day any Government would
have been guilty of such an act.

The Minister for Works interjected.
Mr. THOMAS: I have only the assertion

of the man who made the statement, Mr.
Holmes, and it has never been denied, that
immediately he left the Chamber after ex-
posing the actio)n of the Government he was
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approached by this man who said he had
been sent direct from Ministers.

The Mlinister for Lands: He said he had
been sent by one Minister. There are more
Minister than one in the Cabinet.

Mr. THOM1AS: If the Minister is refer-
ring to himself, I will accept the statement.
It is true he is not the only Minister in the
Cabinet.

H-on. W. C. Angwin: There are not too
man~y like him.

Mrx. THOMAS: 1 accept the Minister's
word, but I repeat it is one of the most re-
grettable incidents which has occurred in
Parliamentary history of Western Austra-
lia, this obvious attempt to buy a man off
the course he intended to pursue. They
'would silence him by an offer of £10,000 for
1,000 head of cattle.

The Minister for Works: You have made
that statement, now prove it.

Mr. THOMAS: I have made the state-
ment that Mr. Holmes made the statement in
another Chamber.

The Minister for Works: And you are
quite ready to believe it.

Mr, THOMNAS: Notwithstanding that thle
Government has a representative in that
Chamber in the person of the Colonial Sec-
retary, Mr. Holmes's statement has not been
denied. If it is not true, why was it not
denied?

The ')'inis;ter for Works: We will tell you
all about that.

Mr. THOMAS: In connection with this
contract,* the Government did not call for
competitive offers; they consulted no other
firm as to whether they had any stock to
sell, made no attempt to ascertain the price
of bullocks in thle North-West. They merely
entered into an agreement to purchase
14,000 head of cattle at £10 per head.

The Minister for Lands: That is not cor-
rect.

M1r. THOMAS: Tt may not be exactly cor-
rect as to price, but it works out approxi-
mately that amount. As a matter of fact
the contract price was 33/8d, per lb.

Ron. J. Seaddan: They provided £120,000
on the Estimates.

Mr. THOMAS: Which works out in the
vicinit 'y of £10o per head. That contract was
madie with a flrm which had not previously
shipped one head of stock by the State

steamer. It works out at £140,000, and if
cost of carriage, £5, be added it will mean
that over £200,000 of this country's money
was placed in a secret contract by a party
which had howled from the house tops that
they did not believe in secret contracts. And
the contract had to be dragged from the
Government before they would allow the
country to see it.

The M1inister for Works: You have a
great imiagination.

111r. THOMNAS: Where does the imagina-
Lion come in? What is more, T am told by
peop)le interested in the cattle trade that
taking the cost delivered at Frementle it
will amount to anything up to £15 per head1
which is the highest price ever paid in
Australia for a big herd of cattle.

Mr. Butcher: And the contract was made
by your own party.

.Mr. THOMAS: It was not. Holmes Bros.
have said they bought cattle in the North-
West last year for from £4 5s. to £4 10s.
per head to ship down for sale at Fremantle.
I cannot see why the price of cattle should
jump suddenly from £4 10s. per head to
something in the vicinity of £10. 'We are
told that in open competition cattle could
he bought for from £4 5s. to £4 Urs, hnt
when it comes to these gentlemen who hold
secret contracts in such abhorrence, they
enter into a deal like thisuivolving £200,000
without allowing any competition whatever.

The Minister for Lands: Did your Gov-
ernment buy at £E4 10s. per head?

Mr. THOMAS: They bought at 3d. per
lb. If members will cease internjecting
across the Chamber T should endeavour to
elaborate my argument.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: They do not want
you to elaborate. -

The Attorney Genera]: You will at leastO
admit that the Minister for Lands is anl
honourable man.

Mr. THOMAS: There is one hionourable
iman left in the Ministry and they all appeal
to and] hide behind him. They say in effect
that if the others are finished and done with,
one must at least trust thle Minister for
Lands. All I can say is that if that Minister
has any faults they are probabily due largely
to the comipany he keeps. As a result of the
debate which took place elsewhere, the

is?-,')
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Colonial Secretary was led into partly mak-
ing a statement that hie would give other
growers in the North-West an opportunity
of shipping their cattle, or the Government
would purchase from them on the same
terms and conditions as the purchase from
Emanuel Bros. Further to that we find
that in an interview with the West Aus-
tralian of the 13th November, the Premier
said-

He maintained that Emanuel Bros.'
contract was a good deal for the people
of the State, and the Government were
prepared to extend similar terms and con-
ditions to other cattle owners in the Wynd-
ham district.

On the .30th January of this year a corn-
munication came to one of the other cattle
owners from E. H1. Golding, in which he
said-

I shall be glad to know when it will be
convenient to call on you regarding the
purchase of your fat cattle by the Gov-
ernment.

And the Premier had previously said that
be would give the other cattle owners the
same conditions as he had given to Emanuel
Bros. After a lot of preamble and delay in
bringing the Government to the point, this
is what they offered to the other cattle
owners-

The contract for the purchase of cat-
tle by the Government from Emanuel
Bros. is for a fixed and definite sale of
from 10,000 to 14,000 head of cattle to the
Government, and the latter number to be
reduced if the season is short.

Etcetera, etc. That is to say, if Emanuel
Bros. have any inconvenience they can lop
off 4,000, but if it suits them they can send
the full 14,000. The draft agreement sub-
nutted to the other cattle owners reads-

Provided that the vendor is to give the
Government an option over a number of
fat cattle, bullock--

Etcetera, etc. They purchase outright from
Emanuel Bros., paying them within 30
days of landing the stock in Fremantle.
Notwithstanding the Premier's promise,
notwithstanding what the Colonial Secretary
bad said, they purchase for cash from
Emanuel Bros., but in dealing with the small
owners they will take an option.

The Minister for Lands: There is a good
reason for that.

Mr. THOM-IAS: Of course; a most ex-
cellent reason-you will protect the country,
which you did not do before. Let me con-
tinnte-

Emanuel Bros!' contract provides that the
cattle are to be delivered at the yards
at Derby between the 1st May and the
end of September.

The other agreement provides that if the
Government exercise their option, the ven-
dors are to ship between the 1st April and
the 31st October. That is to say, they will
have to travel their cattle in the worst month
of the year, when it is too wdt for travel-
ling in the North-West, and when the people
to whomn the Government pay cash would
not take it on. Yet the man -whom they
offer an option must consent to travel his
cattle in April.

The Minister for Works: Is there not
any difference in the districts?

MrL. THOMAS: Not so far as regards
this point. Under the contract with
Emanuel Bros. the steamers have to make
direct trips, and all the trips the boats can
do between the 1st IMay and the end of Sep-
leniher are provided for. Consequently, all
that can be offered the other cattle-growers
is the running of the boats in April and
October, two impossible months from the
growers' point of view- I draw this con-
trast to show that to their friends Emanuel
Bros. the Government give the cream of
conditions; they buy from them at cash,
and every condition in the agreement is in
favour of Emanuel Bros.

The Mlinister for Lands: Does the bon.
member know when the cash has to be paid?

Mir. THOMAS: I understand it is 30
days after delivery in Fremantle.

The Minister for Lands: That is not cash.
We first get the money for the cattle,

Mr. THOMAS: In the one contract dates
are fixed, and the ships have to he there
on time. In the agreement submitted to the
other owners, nothing is said on this point
of the shipping of the cattle. Emanuel
Bros.' contract provides that the firm shall
deliver a specific number of cattle at Derby
for each shipment, and that the Government
accept all responsibility immediately the
cattle are put in the yard. The draft agree-
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nient for the other owners provides that
the Government may alter the date, or quanl-
tity, of any shipment by giving the vendor
seven days' notice in writing. It means that
the other people have no chance whatever
of ship)ping their cattle. Emanuel Bros.
control the whole situation. The cattle of
tile other growers may be on the road before
notice is given to the growers, but in the
case of Emanuel Bros. notice must be given
well ahead. Again, Emanuel Bros.' contract
provides for direct carriage from Derby to
Fremantle, whereas the other people's cattle
have to be carried from port to port, the
journey thus occupying a much longer time,
with a consequent large increase of wastage.
which, as everyhody knows, is greater in
port than at sea. Under these conditions the
increase in wastage would be as high as 20
per cent.

The Minister for Works: Which firm do
you represent?

M-kr. THOMAS: The people of Western
Australia, and I am trying to keep the
State's Jpolitics pure. Emanuel Bros.' con-
tract provides that any cattle not up to the
required] standard may be rejected by the
Government at Derby, and that any cattle
so rejected shall, if desired by Emanuel
Bros., be shipped to Fremantle on Emanuel
Bros.' account at £5 per head, including
freight, fodder and attendance. This gives
Emanuel Bros. the option of shipping any
rejected cattle, or returning them to the
station. Suppose the Agricultural Depart-
ment, having engaged space on one boat
for 750 head of cattle, were to cull out 100
head, and that Emanuel Bros. refused to
ship the culls; the State ship would have
to come down the coast wvith £500 worth of
space empty. So, we see the Government
are practically compelled to buy anything
Emanuel Bros. like to offer them.

The Minister for Lands: That is not fair.

Mr. THOMAS: I see no other reading
Of it.

The Minister for Lands: In any case, it
is the late Government's agreement.

Mr. THOMAS: What I strongly ob-
ject to is that a contract for a
huge sum of money has been made
with Emanuel Bros., the wealthiest pastor-
alists in the State, a contract in which every

condlition is made favourable to the firm,
while the smaller cattle owners, who have
jpatronised the State Steamship Service ever
since its inception, are left out in the cold;
and, after a lot of battling, the Government
say to them, "We cannot buy your cattle.
We deal with only wealthy pastoralists, but
just to pacify you we will take an option
over your cattle, although probably we will
never exercise it." Emanuel Bros.' contract
provides that their responsibility ceases
when the cattle are put in the Derby yards,
irreslpectivq of whether a steamer is ava-
able. The draft agreement with the other
poor unifortunates provides that the Govern-
ment are not held responsible for any failure
to take delivery caused by losw, damage., etc.,
to the steamers which would otherwise have
been available. For the wealthy buccaneers
everything is provided and guaranteed, but
for the small growers nothing whatever is
done. It is thme most ghastly attempt to
treat those people unjustly that has ever
been made in Western Australia. It is the
most disgraceful agreement ever pot for-
ward by any Government.

Mr. Nairn: Is it as bad as the powellising
agreement?

Mr. THOM1AS: There was nothing wrong
with that. The hon. member is merely try-
ing to draw a red herring. A peculiar phase
of the contract with Emanuel Bros. is the
provision that, in the event of the loss of a
shipload of stock, the firm has the privilege
of estimating its value by the previous ship-
ment they* sent, or by the next succeeding
shipment. Now, assuming that a ship did
go down with 7.50 cattle on board, if
Emanuel Bros. desired to be dishonest-and
I do not think they would-in the subse-
quent shipment they could send down the
finest beasts grown on any of their stations.
and when they arrived in Perth the Govern-
ment would have to pay the value of these
bullocks for the shipment that had pre-
viouslv been lost.

The Mfinister for Lands: Did not that
exist in your own agreement?

Mr. THOMAS: They have even gone to
the extent of buying their fodder from
Emanuel Bros.

Mkr. IMunsie; And they did not grow one
ounce of it.
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Mr. THOMAS: No; but they are buying
from someone else and making a profit out
of the Government.

The Minister for Lands: Tenders were
called for the fodder.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Had you not suffi-
cient fodder on the Yandanooka estate?9

Mr. THOMAS: I do not see any mention
of tenders being called for the future. I see
that it provides that the fodder for cattle
en route to Robb's Jetty will be supplied by
Emanuel Bros. and delivered on rails at
their store at Robb's Jetty, and' that the
quantity to be fed on each vessel is to be not
less than l4Olbs. per head per voyage. Ex-
perts say that the most fodder to he con-
sumed would be approximately 7Olbs. per
bead, but that, allowing for delays on the
way, O0lbs. would cover everything. It
appears, therefore, that Emanuel Bros. are
to be paid for 5Olbs. of fodder more than
would be required on the voyage down.

Hon. P. Collier: Where did they get the
fodder? They bought it from agents.

Mir. THOMAS: They managed to get the
ear of someone.

Mr. Munsie: I would not mind so much
if they head bought it from the Yandanooka
estate, even if they sold it back to the Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Works: How did they
manage with the previous shipment uinder
your Government? The terms are the same,
and it is the same contract; it is your con-
tract.

lion. W. D. Johnson: It is a totally dif-
ferent thing.

The 'Minister for Works: You had not the
pluck to sign it before you left office.

Mt~r. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Bunbury has the floor.

Yr. THOMJiAS: I have sufficient confi-
dence in the liinister for Lands to believe
that he will tell the House honestly who did
make Ihe contract.

The Yinister for Works: The late Gov-
ernment wvere too lazy to signi it before they
went out of office.

Pon. WV. D. Johnson: That is absolutely
incorrect.

Mr. THOMAS: I have the denial of ex-
Ministers that they had an *ything to do with
the formation of this contract. We have

proof that the Hon. J. 11. Drew refused to
enter into any arrangement for this year
because he anticipated at that time that lie
would be leaving office. If he had made any
agre ements he said he would have made
them the same as were made in the pr'evious
year, when the carriage of cattle belonging
to the other people in the North-West was
fairly and squarely provided for.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Did not a depute-
li .on wait upon the Premier?

ilr. THOMAS: He was then leader of
the Opposition, and expressed his approval
-not in unqualified ternis-of a contract
heing made that it would provide for the
shipping of cattle for all and sundry in
the North-West. It comes to the lot of a
Liberal Government, wvhose Ministers have
prided themselves so much up~on their aver-
sion to secret contracts, to make the biggest
contract of its kind that has ever been made
in Western Australia, to pay the highest
price that hass ever been paid for cattle in
the wvhole of Australia, and to make a one-
sided agreement in favour of a wealthy firm
and offer to the other dealers in the same
locality an agreement which is unjust and
unfair in the extreme.

Air. Nairn: That statement is not right.
Mr. THOMAS: The same old interjection.

It is not righlt, it is untrue, represents the
limit of the lion, member's vocabulary.

M r. Nairn: The Queensland Government
paid a penny per pound more than this
Government.

Air. THOM AS: If it was the matter of
the price of a bottle of wine tile lion, mem-
ber might be a fair judge.

The AMinister for Works: What about a
box of pillsq

M1r. THOMAS: Yes, they would do the
lion. member the world of good. It came
to the lot of th6 Liberal Government to per-
petrae an agreement which will east a re-
flection upon them so long- as they remain
in political life.

The Minister for Works: You ought to
ho happy.

Mr. THOMAS: Can I be happy when T
see the honour and integrity of this Parlia-
went brought into question, and an injustice
such as this done to the people of that vast
province?
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The M1inister for Wgorks: Any sticki to
beat a dug with will do for you if you get
hold of it.

.1r. TRO-MAS: So long as the hon.
gentleman admits that I am beating him
now! it is all right. I have spent some days
in going into this question, and have tried
to deal fairly and honestly with it.

The Minister for Works: How many
pounds of beefsteak are there in a bullock?

Mr. THOMAS: One might just as -well
try to find out how much intelligence there
is in the hon. member's top story. If the
hon. gentleman desires to interject surely
lie can find something else than cheap in-
Stilts.

The Mlinister for Works: One gets tired
of hearing these tarradiddles.

'Nr. THOMAS: The facts are too solid
either for the Minister or his colleagues.
They cannot clear away the stigma which is
attached to them for ever having carried
into effect this contract.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [9.53].: In speak-
ing upon this no-confidence motion, I wish
it to he clearly understood that whilst this
country is so upset by the war, and whilst
conditions remain as they are at present,
I do not care what Government is ill office.
I, have heard a great deal of national
government,' and have heard the word
"n~ational" used ever since I have been a
member of this Chamber. When the war
broke out there was talk of looking at every-
thing from a national point of view* of giv-
ing over party differences and party squab-
bias, and setting all these aside until after
the war. The present Opposition were then
occupying the Treasury bench. As a Gov-
ernment they were honest in the compact,
they made, and honestly kept that compact,
that they would not bring forward in this
Chamber any controversial matters. The
then leader of the Country party, the mem-
her for IrWin (Mr. Gardiner) said in
an impassioned address to members of this
Chamher that party politics were out of the
question, and there were "Hear, hears" and
all sorts of wishes expressed when that bon.
gentleman made his speech. At the very
first meeting of the House after that speech
criticism was levelled at the then Govern-
ment by the present occupants of the Treas-

tiry bench. This criticism was tbe most
stringent I have ever heard since I have
been in this Chamber. It was not levelled
for the sake of giving any helpful advice
to the Government, but levelled at them from
a purely party point of view, and it was
one of the worst and lowest-down pa~rty tac-
tics that could possibly have been resorted
to. From that time onward they have never
let up on the Labour Government, and on
every possible occasion they have dragged
party in its worst form into their attacks
uipon that Government. Then 'we were told
that the finances were wrong and that every-
thing was wrong. I challenge any member
or the Liberal party during the currency
of this war to prove to me, and this Chama-
ber, and through the Chamber the State,
that they have ever in one instance and in
connection with one measure or any one
subject indulged in any helpful criticism
at all. They have never given one word of
credit to any Minister holding a portfolio
uinder the Labouir Government. They ask
why a want of confidence motion is pro-
posed at the present time. Such a motion
is absolutely necessary, and this State is
calling in language most eloquent that the
confidence of this House should be tested
by the lpeolple who puit us here, and to he
allowed to give an expression of opinion on
the question of the present Administration.
We find a list of Bills on the Notice Paper.
One is the Franchise Bill, and there are
many more on that page. We then come to
the various taxation measures, and to others
of a most controversial nature, including the
Trading Concerns Bill. There is not one of
these measures I have mentioned but in
some way or other in a direct fashion re-
presents matters with which the policy and
principles of the Labour party are closely
connected. They now ask this House to
give over all party criticism, hut to allow
them to bring in every thing of a party
nature whilst we lay down the principles
that the people of this State put us here to
speak upon and work for. And now, be-
cause we put principle and sincerity first,
they think we are doing wrong in launching
a no-confidence motion. Immediately before
this motion was launched a section of the
Government made an appointment. A va-
cancy was caused by the gentleman who
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held this position resigning from it.
Whether the change that wvas brought about
is going to be good from the point of view
of the gentleman who now holds the posi-
tion, I cannot say. Had the Labour Gov-
erment been in office and resorted to such
tactics every newspaper in the metropolitan
area and every man who took any interest
in public affairs would have had something
to say about the appointment 1I have spoken
of. That was dlone by a section of the Gov-
ernment. And the members of that Govern-
ment twitted this side of the House, when
on the Treasury bench, in regard to cer-
tain appointments. The fact reflects little
credit on them that they should have criti-
cised the late Governmcnt for appointing
to the management of the State hotels a
man who was among eleven applicants sel-
ected as the best of those who had responded
to t he advertisement of the position. The
Minister for Railways has told Us that the
Government did not make a certain appoint-
meat. But did not the gentleman appoinhvd
by' that Minister take the place of Mr. Sut-
ton? Mr. Sutton has done good work in this
State, and enjoys the confidence of the pco-
pie. Never in one instance did Mr. Sutton
hetray the conflidence laced in him by the
former Minister for Agriculture. Undoubt-
edly, however, he was an overworked man.
jWhether the position will be better filled
by Mr. Sibbald, whom the Minister for Rail-
ways appointed without consulting either the
House or anyone else, remains to be seen.
In viewv of Mr. Sibbald's appointment, it will
ill-become the Liberal party to criticise any
appointments which may be mnade by any
future Labour Government. My knowledge
of polities tells me that sincerity* is the main
essential of good government.

Mr. Thomson: Are you sincere nowI
Mr. FOLEY: I refuse to take notice of

inane interjections. Let us see whether the
present Government have given any evidence
of sincerity. The Premier said that he was
burstingr and burning to get to the country;
that the people, who are masters of the situ-
ation, should have the earliest opportunity
of expressing their opinion as to who should
occuply the Treasury bench. He is reported
as having said on the 24th July last:-

The people should be consulted at the
earliest possible moment, but not before

we have had an opportunity to look into
things.

The Government have had several months
to look into things, and the business acumen
with which they credit themselves should
have enabled them to know their policy
within that period. I am strengthened in
that view by the fact that the -1inister for
Railways worked wonders with the Indus-
tries Assistance Board in nine days. We
are told of many things that have happened
in nine days; there are many nine days
wonders. If the bon. gentleman could put
the [ndustries Assistance Board on a sound
business Looting in nine days, wvhy does he
not extend his reforming activities! He
said to-night that he had never accused the
member for Guildford (Hon. W. D. John-
son) as Minister with doing anything wrong.
The Premier, however, did criticise the mem-
ber for Guildford, saying-

The Industries Assistance Board was
found to be in a state of chaos, ledgers
and books not being well kept. 'My friend,
the member for Northam, who is now
again seeking election as a Minister, in
nine days did everything that was neces-
sary to put it on a firm and fair business
basis.

Speaking not as one who knows much about
what the Industries Board have done, but
yet speaking with the knowledge of a mem-
ber of this Chamber who has closely studied
the Act tinder which the board operate,
speaking. too, as one who recognises that
industries assistance was a new thing,
sprung upon the people of this State, I
recognise that a large undertaking of this
nature must be liable to mistakes. The Pro-
mier stated that he brought a wise man from
the Eastern districts who rectified every-
thing in nine days. The Premier said that
for this reason be wanted the electors of
Northamn to return that hon. gentleman to
this Chamber.

Hon. P. Collier: Why does not the Pre-
mier turn this marvel loose in the Tiensury,
to fix up things there?

Mr. FOLEY: Western Australia is at
the present time in need of an autocrat, if
the right man can be found. Assuming that
the member for Northam made such a suc-
cess of the Industries Assistance Board,
why does not the Premier shift him alon~g
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a few seats and let him take charge of the
Treasury? In fif'teen days he might straigh-
ten out the finances. Goodness knows but
what hie might stop the war as well. There
is a remuote possibility, or say a fair business
risk, even of that. On the subject of a dis-
solution the P'remier further said-

If MrT. Scaddan's object is to get a
dissolution, I wvill promise binm that as
soon as it can be arranged. I will not hold
office a momnent longer titan the people of
this Stiate want, hut I will give them the
oIJIortunity tof saying who shall be on
this side.
Hon. I'. Collier: Brave words.
M1r. FOLEY: Then there is the legal luim-

inary, the recruit from the Young Liberal
Lcagle. in thne person of the Attorney Gen-
eral-

Ron. P. Collier: The boss of the bridges.
Air. FOLEY: Wino is going to bridge

this mnatter over in the same manner as the
Swan. he showed good judgment in saying
after his re-election for Canning, and not
before-

I ann ding in for Canning. It will take
all tile Willie Johnson big guns to shift
me out ol Canning. I am here to stick.
Hon. . 1). Connolly (Honorary M1inis-

ter) : So he is; quite right.
Air. FOLEY: Thle price at which that

hon. gentleman and his fellow Ministers are
here at the present time, is defiance of the
people ot this State. Their leader in an-
other place, Mr. Colebatch, the demi-god of
everything in Liberalism, the great I-am.
the man who was going to do everything,
the trenchant critic whio knew everything
when lie was in Opposition, and who
has been the most miserable faiiure in a
Ministerial capacity, said that the Liberals
were burning to get to the country. The
Liberals ought to he pretty well burnt
nOW. Air. Colehatch did have a victory
last iveek-the first victory he has gained
since he has been a Mfinister. If he has
d]one nothing else, he has re-cemented his
party. Still, hearing in mind the pliahility
of the gentlemen now occupying Mfinis-
terial positions, there is not much credit due
for the job he performed in thaC direction.
As regards looking into things, there are
one or two on which Ministers might well
exercise their judgment. A great deal has

been said about what the Liberal party
have done for the pastoralist. But only
one class of pastoralist is being considered
at the present time. Almost the whole of
the area from Kalgoorlie north to Peak Hill
is now being pioneered by pastoralists, small
men. They are outside the rabbit-proof
fence: it is said that it (loes not matter
mulch which side they are on, though
every miember of the Liberal Govern-
ment maintains that the rabbit-proof
fence is a great blessing to these
cattle men. At the same time they
arc paying far more for their land than the
pastor-AlistS of thea North pay. It was the
present iAlinistcr for Railways who raised
thne rents of these small cattle men-the men
who are doing so much to give the people
of the goldields and of the metropolitan
areas cheap meat at the present time.

lioa. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Mlinis-
ter) : When did this happen

11r. FOLEY: Before the Mlinister took.
that trip.

1Hon. P. Collier: In 1906.
Ron. J. D. Connolly (Honorary 11inis-

ter) : He was not in office then.

MrT. FOLEY: It was when he was urging
thle miners to go on the land, when he was
saying to them, "Do not keep down in the
dark, dank mines; do not kill yourselves
working iii mines, butt go on the land; all
you hanve to do is to tickle thle soil and up
comes the golden grain. if you have no
money. we will lend it to you; if you have
no horses, we will give them to you; if you
have no machinery, we will give it to you."
In fact, the lion, gentleman was going to
shovel everything possible into the miners.
Unfortunately, many miners were bulldozed
into taking up land on areas 'where they
should not hare been settled; and they have
not made a success of agriculture in conse-
quience. It was just at this time the then
Mlinister for Lands was negotiating to raise
the rents of the small pastoralists in ques-
tion.

Hon. J1. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : When did he raise the rents!T

Mr. FOLEY: Just before making that
trip.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I say,. no.
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Mr. FOLEY: The Honorary Minister
will have ample opportunity of replying to
me. I feel positive that Ministers, when
they come to reply to my statements on this
subject and to the criticisms of the member
for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) on the cattle
deal, will have alH the denying to do that
they want, and all the trouble they are look-
ing for in order to prepare their reply.
Whether I am right or wrong as to the
time, those cattle men who are pioneering
that portion of the State are growing some
of the best cattle we can produce, and some
of thle best horises to be found in Australia.
Yet these people are hampered worse than
-those who are in the North-West. The
Premier does not want a dissolution, though
the Attorney General who spoke on the
Sameo platform as the Premier declared that
lie wanted a dissolution. He, however, was
not serious. Our old friend the Minister
for Works.. who is the Mlpha and Omega of
everyVthing so far as the world is concerned,
said, "Try us with a dissolution." So far as
the Labour party are concerned, -we are
sincere on, this question and we are con-
vinced that a dissolution would mean that
the people would be consulted. We were
willing and anxious to consult them.

Mr. Thomson: You have a safe seat.
Mr. FOLEY: That is the only considera-

tion amiongst Liberals, at the present time.
They do not care about the country;, the
position is as to how it will affect them per-
-sonally. T like an interjection from the
member for Katanning because I know he
always replies to it himself. We heard a fort-
night ago the leader of the C ountry party
making his policy speech. I listened to it
hut I really could not say what his policy
Wats. I have this idea, however, that before
lie spoke to the majority of his members
the Premaier spoke to him and told
hini what lie wanted. The leader of
the4_ Country party of course is a blind
follower, and unfortunately for many mem-
bers of that party they are obliged to follow
-their leader. I take no notice of the leader
of that party because no criticism comes
,from him; he is bound hand and foot to the
Premier. They talk about the Labour
party being bound hand and foot by Cau-
cus! We are not bound band and foot into
being forced to stay here when the people

should have the opportunity of saying
whether we have a right to continue to be
here. This subject is mentioned, and the
member for Katanning interjects that he
might lose his seat.

Mr. Thomson:- I did not say that.
Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member can

hardly expect us to know what he really
means.

Mr. Lam bert drew attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.
Mr. FOLEY: The Government are not

sincere in their desire to go to the country.
What they are sincere about, or perhaps I
should say anxious about, is to get into re-
ces I want to know what they propose
to do when they are in recess. The Minister
for Rnilvays talked at great length to-night
onl the question of the repatriation of the
soldiers.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) H e talked with some effect, too.

Mr. FOLEY: I do not agree with the
lion. mneniber. Hon. members and the people
of Auistralia have been talking on the ques-
tion and that is all that has been done. Hon.
members can talk till doomsday about re-
pastriation but the soldiers will1 derive no
benefit from it. I contend it is the duty of
the Government not to go into recess until
some scheme of repatriation has been
brought forward and every member in the
House has discussed it and assisted to for-
mulate a policy as to what we should really
do. But the Government want to hurry
into recess and they are only doing what
many people and editors of newspapers in
Australia are doing, namely, beating hot
air. This is not a work for the Minister
for Railways to take in hand during the
recess. It is a matter of the greatest im-
portance and it is the duty of every mem-
ber of Parliament to dicuss it and assist in
the direction of formulating a definite
scheme. Something has been said shout re-
turned soldiers being started on the work of
growing potatoes. The Minister for Works
told uts that two tons of potatoes which were
recently sent to the markets brought about
£2, and we learned also that on another
occasion six bags were sold for 6sa. if
potatoes are being grown to fetch only that
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price, it is very apparent that the South-
WVest is too far away from the markets for
successful potato growing. If men who
are physically fit cannot grow potatoes suc-
cessfully down there, how are we going to
expect returned soldiers, many of whom will
be physically unfit, to make a living in this
way? I contend it costs a good bit to put
in an acre of potatoes and to take them off;
Isuppose it would come to £18 ain acre,' and

when we are told that two tons recently
feiclied £2, the outlook is very poor for re-
turned soldier-s. The suggestion has also
been made that some should be assisted in
the direction of fruit growing. Ts it not a
farce to take about physically unfit soldiers
undertaking this work? An bon. member
in this Chamber recently wrote an article
whichi app)eared in the Producers' Review on
the subject of fruit growing. and that hon.
member knew wvhat he wvas writing about,
yet fruit was only fetching is. 6d. a case.
Flow can returned soldiers become orchard-
ists when fruit only realisies that price? I
am convinced that potatoes and fruit are
right out of the question. So far as wheat
growing is concerned, we know that it is
impossible for even physically fit men to
make a success of it and yet it is proposed
to established returned soldiers in this in-
dustry. There are quite enough men on the
land who are not fit to be there and whose
failures have to be borne by the taxpayers
of this State.

Mr. Thomson: Rubbish.

Air. FOLEY: There are men on the land
in the bon. member's constituency who
would be better off it, not only from their
own point of view but from that of the tax-
payers of the State. Yet we propose to put
more men on the land. We should also
remember too that there are 1,000 farms in
the possession of the Agricultural Bank
which are not being worked to-day, and
these are farms which have been
throwvn up because those who started
them failed to make a success of them.
And now the member for Northiam tells
us he proposes to do something for those
men. Probably he will allow those forfeited
holdings to remain idle. But it may be that
lie will make a virtue of necessity and put
the returned soldiers on to that land, and

under the guise of doing thiem a good turn
will do them a similar bad turn as was done
to hundreds of men from the goldields
under his previous administration. This
House should insist that the Government
arrive at finality on this question of the
repatriation of soldiers. Unless they do so,
it will be a very serious indictment of the
Governmient ; it will show that all -they have
told uts haes been merely beating the air and
idle talk. It is our duty to legislate for the
soldiers, and unless we do so we are not
doing that which the State pays us to dto.
I wvant the Government to bring down a ]ill]
and afford the I-ouse an opportunity of dis-
cussing it. After the sad experience of the
thousand farmers on the Agricultural Bank,

Iwant something more than the member
for Northam has told uts. I want also the
opinion of the member for IKatanning (Mr.
Thomson), and I want the best brains of
this Chamber brought to hear on the in-
auguration of a scheme for the repatriation
of our soldiers. There is little need for me
to speak on the question of the finances, for
it is not given to everyone to be an expert
on finance. At the same lime one does not
require to be a great mathematician to
realise that, despite the business acumen, thie
business ability, and all the other attributes
of business possessed by- the present
Government, if we may take them at their
own valuation, the defiit has sleadil 'y in-
creased month by month. Not only that, hut
there has been a cessation of the policy
followed when the present leader of the
Opposition was in charge of the Treasury.
At that time in many parts of the State,
but more particularly in the metrop~olitan
area, a good deal of work in sewerage con-
nection "-as carried out which is calculated
to -bring in revenue in the future. We had
to-day that scarcely a man is engaged on
that work in the metropolitan area, and
almost every man employ-ed on water sup-
ply at Kalgoorlie has; been put off. I wish
to issue this warning, that unless the matter
of the upkeep of the pipe line is carefully
wvatched, we may in the very near future be
faced with the position that our- goldfields
areas are without water. :r will not say thle
Government would not think anything of
that; they would consider it a great eal-
amity. But if the cheese-paring policy of
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the present is allowed to continue, most of
our mines may -have to close down, and if
that happenis ninny of them will not start
again. They are at present working on a
very close margin between profit and loss,
and we should see that they are afforded
every facility to keep working. The Gov-
erment, by their cheese-paring policy, have
committed an act which, in thle near future,
may leave Kalgoorlie without water. And
why have they done this? To save an odd
penniy here amid there. The member for
Biubury (Aft. Thomas) lias pointed out in
connection with the cattle deal that it is
possible for rich men to get thousands of
pounds out of the Government-and still
theyv wonder whyv it is a no-confidence
mnoion is hurled at them. The Attorney
General assures us that business acumen will
be used. It is marvellous how that cry of
business acumen is always trotted out.
When the leader of the Opposition was in
charg-e of the Treasury, it is true we had a
deficit, bitt it was not so big as that of the
present Treasurer. But he did not stop
works of every description. He kept the
wheels of industry going to a greater ex-
tent than the present Government have done.
Tme present Government claim to be men of
business, bitt, seeing that they have increased
the deficit, despite enhanced revenue,
1 submit it is about time we had some result
fromi that business acumen.

Mlember: They showed business strategy
last week.

Mr. FOLEY: I[ never questioned the Gov-
ernment's capacity for strategy. I know
them to he strategists, and would advise
somne of them to go to the goldfields where
they would certainly secure a job as under-
ground engineers. How has the Attorney
General shown his business acumen insofar
as it affects those who elected hiim? He has
raised the railway fares to every station in
-his electorate, to Burswood, Alt. Lawvley,
Maylands, Bayswater, Victoria Park and
Belmont. And he has raised the fares on
the working man. The Attorney General
sticks out his chiest and says he is a better
Labour man than any of us on this side.
He tells himself this so often that probably
he believes it. He has raised the second
class fares by 66 per cent,, from 3d. to 5d.
That is the good business acnmen the people

of the Canning electorate have to thank

the Attorney General for. He said to him-
self, "Mfy best friends ride first class, as I
do," and he showed class bias by drawing a
line of demarcation between the wealthy
lpeople who ride first class and those who
ride second. He did this when he raised the
first class fare by only 40 per cent. as com-
pared with the 06 per cent, rise in the case
of the poor man. The fares of the navvy,.
of "Bill Bowyangs," the shop girl, the men
and women whom lie cajoled into voting
for him, and the apprentices, have been
raised 66 per cent.; but the big men occupy-
ing high positions in the town, who ride
first class, have had their fares raised only
40 per cent. The Attorney General has
lost no opportunity of raising the taxes on
p)oor men in the Canning electorate. The
jpeople of that electorate elected him to
show his business acumen. If this raising
of taxes on the poor represents his business
acumen, lie ought to take the first oppor-
tunity of asking his electors if they are
satisfied. If lie did this, I am inclined to
think his big victory at the recent election
would now be exactly reversed. The member
for Leederville (Mir. Veryard), a supporter
of the Government, has to take dictation
from the Attorney General, for the Attorney
General has also put a tax on the electors
of Leederville, whose second-class railway
passengers now pay a 66 per cent. increase,
while the first-class passengers pay a 40
per cent, increase. The same imposition has
been put on the electors of Subiaco. In
respect to North Perth, we see nothing of
the promised penny sections on the tramns.
Personally I admit I do not think our popu-
lation sufficiently large to warrant penny
sections; but they were promised, and the
promise should be fulfilled. Again, the busi-
uess acumen of the Government was made
manifest in their income tax proposals.
Here, also, they drew a class distinction
between the rich and the poor, for in their
Bill they proposed an increase of 181 per
cent. on the poor man in receipt of £200
a year, while the increase proposed to be
levied on the man worth £2,000 a year was
only 2.3 per cent. I am not objecting
to equitable taxation. To my wind any
mtt not at the Front should be per-
fectly willing to pay taxes; indeed,
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if they were to tax us to ihe extent of
10s. per week, no one would be ju'stified
in cavilling at, it. But I object to
the Government drawing class distinctions
in their taxation proposals. What we want
is, not claws legislation, but legislation which
will bear equitably on all, will give equal
opportunity to all.I

Mr. Smith: You have not bad equal op-
portunities for all from the Trades Hall.

Mr. FOLEY: The only time I miet my
friend at the Trades Hall he had equal op-
portunity with me. The Government have
criticised everything that the late Govern-
ment did, more particularly in respect to
State steamers. Long before ever State
steamers were established, the present Pre-
Mier issued a circular letter to the pastor-
alists of the 'North ' asking them if they
would support a service of State steamships.
On the 12th May. 1016, the Premier de-
clared that they would take advantage of
the high market to dispose of the disastrous
State steamers. WNhy, then, have the Gov-
ernment not given effect to their policy. as
enunciated at the Canning election, and sold
every one of the Slate steamers? WMY ro
they not sell the "Kang-aroo" at a profit
while they may? At the Cainning election
the worst that could be said about the State
steamers was freely said by the Premier, the
Attorney General, and the Colonial Secre-
tary. If those gentlemen felt so keenly
about the State steamers why do not they
now get rid of themV They have made more
than the "Kangaroo" cost during the
present year. There are people in the
North-West who are not getting a fair deal
from the Liberal Government, even from the
steamer they have at present. As the mnem-
her for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) said, they
have to make abont 10 direct trips from
FEremantle to Derby' during a certain season,
which means that all other portions of the
North-West airc without a steamer service
during- that time. This service was not in-
stituted by the Labour Government to make
money for one firm, but to take the place
of railways which people enjoy in other
parts of the State. The whole thing is a
scandal and a shame. All other parts of the
North-West are being sacrificed for the sake
of one firm which is going to make a fabul-
otis sum of money out of the country. They

are paid for the cattle which come down,
and they will also get the cattle from the
small mnen who bring their stock into Derby.
On the understanding that they are going
to get a boat the small men will get their
cattle on the road between their stations and
he port, and Emanuel Bros., who will have

the vessel, will send oat their agents and buy
these cattle at a price which will represcuL
a sacrifice, as the owners would rather ac-
cept that price than take them hack to the
.station because Of the lack of feed along the
road. Even before Sitate steamers were in
operation the big cattle firms took every
available foot of room in the boats to the
exclusion of the cattle of the small men.
This hns taken pla5ce ia the past, and will
c'ontiuue to take place in spite of what the
Minister for Lands thinks. I do not say
that the Government are doing this for the
sake of putling small men down, hut with-
out at knowledge of the question, which the 'y
Anthl have fromt t heir offiers, they have
mtade this agreement which is so much op-
posed to thuv interests of the small men- The
Coveriment have not kept their word, and
have not given the State a scintilla of evi-
(lance that they possess thu business know-
ledge iteccssery% to run the couintry, in spite
of their saying- they possessed it. They have
clone nothing hut bringm in a number of party
measures and fight them with a party bit-
terness on every possible occasion. If they
conmc before the House after recess with a
rep~atriatinn schemet for Lis to discuss, and
not one fot the members of Cabinet only;
they will be doing something which th
counit-r demands that they should do. When
we find them stooping to the methods they
have employed for the purpose of hanging
on to office, we cannot expect much from
themn. When the Premier was beaten fairly
and squarely one night he asked the Gov-
ernor for a dissolution. His Excellency told
him to go hack and get work. He did not
put it in two words. I have always had a
deep admiration for the member for Pil-
barn (Mr. Underwood). In the Chamber
one night he said that he would be prepared
to carry on the duties of Governor at £500
an veer and do the work well. If the position
only needs a man to tell people to go and
get work, I am sure the hon. member could
carry out the duties with rester effect than
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even His Excellency. The leader of the Coun-
try party was then consulted. In my belief
the Government knew well that a dissolution
would not be granted, but nevertheless they
brought the leader of the Country party to
heel. They cajoled him into thinking that
he was the only pebble on the beach, whereas
it was not the leader of the Country party,
but the party sitting behind him, some mem-
bers of whom had expressed independent
opinions. 'Unfortunately for the State, the
Premier was then able to cajole the Country
party into submitting to anything that
would keep the Government in office.
This was an absolutely wrong thing
to do. When criticised the other
night the Minister for Mines, to use
a slang expression, flew off the handle. .1.
hope he -will not dto so to-night, because 1
want to tell him something that hie can do
for the miners. The mining industry just
now is at a low ebb and on the wane. It
is an industry which was responsible for
the progress of this State, and hadr it not
been for the war and the scarcity of men
our mines would have been flourishing to-
day. There are newv shows opening up, and
some of our guld-producing mnines would
have been turning out more gold hut for
the conditions brought, about by the war.
Costs of material which is used in the pro-
duction plants have gone up from 60 per
cent. to $0 per cent. WVe as a State must do
something for an industry which has brought
about so much progress in the State and
which for many years represented, possibly,
the paramount factor in that progress.
There has been nothing in the policy formu-.
lated by our friends opposite for the assist-
ance of this industry, and nothing new put
before us by the Minister for Mines except
the proposal for a conference.

Hon. J. D_ Connully (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That is more than the Labour Minis-
try did.

A-r. FOLEY: If the late Minister had
committed the folly of calling a conferene
I would have criticised him for so doing. :rf
there was any idea totally bereft of any-
thing that would do good for the industr~y
it is that of calling a conference.

Mr. Carpenter: It has not been called
yet-

Mir. FOLEY: They have promised to do
so. h1 ope the Minister for Mines will not
carry out his promise, and if hie does not
we will be thoroughly satisfied.

The Attorney General: What is your su--
gestion?7

Mr. FOLEY: That the Mlinister should
leave the conference absolutely alone.

The Attorney General: Then yoIL can con-
sidlei your invitation cancelled.

Ar. FOLEY: 1 was a meniber oil one min-
iftg c.onference, and another member of it
wvas a publican who-I should say from
ai knowledge of him extending over years-
had never gone three steps from his own
door. Hle had a pretty good mine, which
petered out when the town petered out. I
have heard that gentleman dilate on the
great qualities of the prospector, the man
who blaxed the track. That was the man
het was going to stick up for. But it all
enided in absolutely nothing. And similarly
theu L~i nis ter-s proposed conference would
end in nothing. In my opinion, what is
needed to stimurate goidmining at the p-re-
sent, time in Western Aiistralia is the ap-
liointmcnt of a mani who thoroughly under-
stands the subject, from top to bottom, to
go all over this State visiting old shows,
and then, with the assistance of the data in
the possession of the Mines Department, to
relport to the Government which of the old
shows are worth working again. Such a
man is to he had in this State, and he should
be paid by' the Government a salary com-
mensurate with that which would be offered
him outside~. The Grovernment could come
to the assistance of mining by pumping out
such old shows as this man might recom-
mend. Mlany of them were closed down be-
cause at that time their low-grade ore did
not pay to work. The same man could
Cook round for likely country for prospec-
tors. It is all very well to point to the State
Geological Survey Branch;. but what the
Government should do is to put on fifty good
men to go over the known auriferous belt,
or a little further out. Under the super-
vision of a good man, these prospectors
could do much to stimulate mining; or,
for that matter, the Government could obtain
on our fields prospectors who would not
need supervision. But the Government, so
far from assisting mining develo~pment, are



21 FEBRUARY, 1917.] 13

in many eases charging exorbitant rates for
water at subsidised mills where prospectors
crush their stone. That does not help the
industry, and I have not yet heard of any
contemplated change of Mines administra-
tion in this respect. In fact, I know of
nothing for the advancement of miuning that
has emanated from the present Government.
A mining conference is to be held in AMel-
bourne, and if the Minister for Mines pro-
poses to attend it he should get a man who
knows mining in this State-irrefpective of
whether lie is a Government officer or not-
to accompany him, so that what is needed in
the interests of Western Australian mining
may be laid before that conference. In re-
spect of mining, this State is unlike any
other State. If the Minister adopted this
course, we should have some reason to credit
the Government with sincerity. If the pros-
pecting votc will not meet the cost, advant-
age can be taken of a section of the Indus-
tries Assistance Act, in the same w'y as
that measure is applied to promote agri-
culture. The Act contains the necessary
provision, though the previous Government
said that everything needful would be done
under the Alinin -Development Act. The
Minister for Mlines Will be well guided if hie
adopts this suggestion in order to assist the
first great industry of this State.

On motion by Mr. O'Loghlen debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at .11.5 p. .n.

Ilegislative Resenbip,
ll'ednesdoy, 21sl February, 1917.
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Tlu S'PEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and] read prayers.

QLEMTiON-ESPEBANCE RAILWAY,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. SM1 THi asked the Minister for
W\orks: 1, What expenditure, exclusive of
the Royal Commission, has been incurred
in connection with the Esperance railway
since the stoppage of world 2, Are there
any officials or ivorkien on the line at pres-
ent and what are they engaged in?

The MNINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1. On land resumption survey, £303; care-
taker's wages, etc., £23-L320. 2, One per-
son only is employed-a caretaker.

QUESTION - LNDUSTRTES ASSIST-
ANCE BOARD. WHEAT BAGS.

Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON asked the Min-
ister for Industries,: 1, Have the Industries
Assistance B~oard arranged the price which
is to be charged the farmers for the wheat
bags suppliedi 2. If so what price has been
fixed?

The 1MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1. Yes. 2, 8s. 1M. per dozen.

QUESTION-WATER1 SUPPLY, BAYS-
WATER AND MAYLANDS.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON ask-ed the Mfii-
ister for Water Supply: 1, Whether he is
aware that during the summer the water
supply, particularly of Bayswater and May-
lands, has been deficient in quality and

1837


